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The purpose of this research is to explore the 
political and social philosophy of The John Birch Society 
and to identify those factors which caused both the rise 
and fall of this organization in the American political 
and social system. In order to examine the political and 
social philosophy of the Society, and those factors which 
caused the rise and fall of its ranks, both primary and 
secondary sources are used. The primary data consisted of 
literature and published studies by The John Birch Society 
as well as video cassette tapes produced by this 
organization and interviews. The secondary data consisted 
of published studies, and unpublished dissertations and 




The findings of this research indicate that the 
political and social philosophy of The John Birch Society 
seems to be that of classical liberalism. 
The rise of The John Birch Society onto the Ü.S. 
political and social scene in the 50's, 60's, and 70's, 
was due to the Cold War, a white backlash in response to 
the Civil Rights Movement, and the Society's ability to 
gain a great deal of media attention, and the Society's 
charismatic leaders, such as Robert Welch and Larry 
McDonald was influential in bringing popularity to the 
organization. 
The decline of The John Birch Society is due to the 
following: the decrease of the Cold War activities, the 
uprise of the New Right and the Radical Hate Right, the 
Supreme Court decision in Gertz v. Welch, and the death of 
its prominent leaders Robert Welch and Larry McDonald. 
Nevertheless, The John Birch Society vows to 
continue its struggle against the so-called evil of the 
U.S. government. 
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The American political process, over the past few 
decades has seen a phenomenon which has sought to 
reorganize the structure of American politics. This 
political movement is known as the Radical Right. The 
Radical Right are those groups which seek to maintain 
their status or whose status was improved, particularly 
after World War II. These groups claim to be anti¬ 
communist, and they have a tendency to equate any form of 
liberalism (such as civil rights legislation) as being 
Communist-inspired. Radical Right advocates feel that 
they must save America from a Communist overthrow. They 
also believe that there exists an international Communist 
conspiracy, and that many U.S. Government officials are 
involved in a plot to destroy the democratic values for 
which America has stood. The John Birch Society is 
considered by many to be the embodiment of Radical Right 
thinking and activity. Of the leading Radical Right 
groups, The John Birch Society has enjoyed longevity and 
an organizational structure which is well developed and 
well defined. The Society feels that its main obligation 
1 
2 
is to fight Communism in all of its forms. However, some 
scholars feel that the Communist issue is overly 
exaggerated by The John Birch Society and its allies, and 
that the real reason for Radical Right political activity 
is that these groups fear social change in general. 
The Problem and its Setting 
The Statement of the Problem 
This research proposes to explore the political and 
social philosophy of The John Birch Society and to examine 
those factors which caused the rise and all of this 
organization. In order to do this the research will focus 
on the area of electoral politics. 
Research Questions 
(A) What is the political philosophy of The John Birch 
Society? 
(B) Is The John Birch Society a racist organization? 
(C) How does The John Birch Society seek to influence 
government policy? 
(D) What factors caused the rise of The John Birch 
Society? 




This research will not attempt to study all Radical 
Right groups. It will focus on The John Birch Society. 
The John Birch Society has been considered by many to have 
been a major Radical Right group for about two decades; 
however, in the 80's the organization received very little 
attention. This study will investigate the seeming 
decline of The John Birch Society. 
Definition of Terms 
The Radical Right - A group which is characterized as 
radical because it desires to make far-reaching changes in 
American institutions, and because it seeks to eliminate 
from American political life those persons and 
institutions which threaten either its values or economic 
interests. The difference between the radical right and 
the radical left is that many radical right groups believe 
in the notion of classical liberalism, and, therefore, 
these groups are willing to make changes in the American 
political process which would revert to the American 
liberal tradition. 
Classical Liberalism - is the notion of unrestricted 
individual competition, the right to own private property, 
the free market, and a limited amount of Government both 
4 
in the private and public sectors of the American 
1 
political economy. 
John Birch Society - A Radical Right group which was 
organized on December 9, 1958. It was chartered under the 
General Laws of Massachusetts as a non-profit educational 
organization. 
Electoral Politics - The process in which individuals or 
groups are qualified to vote or engage in the political 
arena. 
Communism - An economic and social system based on the 
ownership of land, factories, and other means of 
production by the State, and in which the right of private 
individuals to hold property is totally abolished. 
Anti-Communism - is against any principles or beliefs of 
communism. 
Elitism - the notion that elites rule the society in which 
they live. It is a body of thought aimed at explaining the 
nature and role of those groups and societies in which 
2 
decision-making power is highly concentrated. 
1 
Kenneth R. Hoover, Ideology and Political Life 
(Monterey, California: Brooks and Cole, Publishers, 
1987), pp. 8-26. 
2 
Jack Plano and Milton Greenberg, Political Science 
Dictionary (Hinsdale, Illinois: The Dryden Press, 1973), 
p. 134. 
5 
Abbreviations Used in This Study 
RR is the abbreviation for the Radical Right. 
JBS is the abbreviation for The John Birch Society. 
Assumptions 
The First Assumption. -- The first assumption is that 
Radical Right activities will continue in the near future. 
The Second Assumption. — The second assumption is that 
The John Birch Society will continue its recruiting 
efforts. 
The Third Assumption. — The third assumption is that The 
John Birch Society is representative of the major Radical 
Right groups in the United States. 
The Fourth Assumption. — The John Birch Society is no 
longer as important as it once was. 
Importance of the Study. -- The Radical Right and the 
nature of their work is not unnoticed in American Society. 
The John Birch Society is considered by many to be one of 
the major groups of the Radical Right. The importance of 
this study is to enlighten the reader to the political and 
social philosophy of The John Birch Society and examine 
the rise and decline of this organization. 
Theoretical Framework 
The theoretical notion chosen by the researcher is 
elitism. According to Plano and Greenburgh, Elitism as a 
political theory is: 
6 
A body of thought aimed at explaining the nature 
and role of those groups and societies in which 
3 
decision-making power is highly concentrated. 
Many social scientists have stressed that elitism 
usually holds that powerful individuals from the better 
educated and higher socioeconomic levels of society 
usually have the power to influence public policy and 
corporations, government, and the military and, thus, 
4 
govern American politics. C. Wright Mills in The Power 
Elite, points out that the elites are those persons who 
exercise control over the political, economic and social 
5 
decisions in human institutions. Mills went on to say 
that: 
...The ... elite are those who have the most of 
what there is to have, which is generally held to 
include money, power, and prestige-as well as all 
the ways of life to which these lead, but the elites 
are not simply those who have the most, for they could 






Peter Bachrach and Morton Baratz, "Two Faces of 
Power," American Political Science Review 56 (December 
1962): pp. 947-52. See also John Walton, "Discipline, 
Method, and Community Power: A Note on the Sociology of 
Knowledge," American Sociological Review 31 (October 
1968): pp. 648-689. 
5 
C. Wright Mills, The Power Elite (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1956), p. 9. 
6 
Ibid., p. 361. 
7 
French-Swiss political philosopher Jean-Jacques Rosseau 
(1712-1778), felt that political democracy was only 
possible in a small homogenous society which was ruled by 
7 
a few powerful elites. The theoretical notion of elitism 
applies to the John Birch Society (and its allies) because 
there are some who feel that these groups were able to 
achieve power through wealth, family status, caste systems 
or intellectual superiority particularly during times of 
8 
economic prosperity. Thus, these groups which acquire 
newly elitist positions are determined to maintain their 
9 
status, and they are not concerned about social change. 
Therefore, elitism will be the basic political theory of 
this study. 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
Historical Overview 
In the past few decades there has emerged an 
important political phenomenon in American politics known 
as the Radical Right. According to Lipset, "this group is 
characterized as radical because it desires to maintain 
the traditionally liberal creed in America's political 
7 
Plano and Greenberg, p. 134. 
8 
Seymour Martin Lipset, "Sources of the Radical 
Right," The Radical Right, (New York: Doubleday and 




institutions, and because it seeks to eliminate from 
American political life those persons and institutions 
which threaten either its values, or its economic 
10 
interests." Why study the Radical Right? The 
activities of the Radical Right would be of less interest 
to many if it sought its objectives through such 
traditional democratic procedures as lobbying, voting and 
other pressure group activities. However, while most 
right-wing radicals use these measures, they also use 
11 
undemocratic methods. Radical Right groups have 
actually facilitated the growth of practices which 
threaten to undermine the social fabric of democratic 
politics. Lipset says that Radical Right agitation 
involves attempts to destroy everything democracy stands 
for : 
....Radical Right....agitation involves attempts 
to destroy the right of assembly, the right of peti¬ 
tion, the freedom of association, travel, teach or 
conduct scholarly research without conforming to 
political protest; this movement, therefore, must be 
seriously considered by all those who would preserve 










The roots of the Radical Right go back to the 
"fundamentalist attacks" on science and patriotic 
vigilantism of the 1920's, in which social change was not 
understood by its members who worked to hold on to 
attitudes that no longer existed; that the extreme right's 
basic fear may be social change which has been equated 
13 
with new liberalism in the United States. 
Liberalism in America has its roots in a body of 
political ideas that developed in Europe in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries; the time when the 
American colonies had begun to develop their own political 
14 
structure. The concept of liberalism is now often 
referred to as classical liberalism. There are four basic 
elements which form the beliefs of classical liberalism: 
(1) Individual competition, which is the belief that human 
nature is selfish and competitive, (2) Private ownership, 
which is the idea that it is a natural right to have 
private property, (3) Limited government, which is the 
notion that government's only purpose is to protect the 
natural rights of its citizens, particularly in the area 
of property rights, and (4) the free market, which is the 
13 
Ibid., pp. 371. 
14 
Hoover, p. 8-26. 
10 
belief that, the market is governed by natural laws and is 
15 
the main mechanism of economic and political life. 
Figure I is a diagram of historical classical liberalists, 
and the elements of the liberal creed. Classical 
liberalism is what many radical right groups hope to 
revert to, and new liberalism is what they seek to destroy. 
The Great Depression of the 1930's prompted a major 
shift in the American political process from old to new 
liberalism. New liberalism was the central idea of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal program. New Liberalism 
involved government regulations and subsidies in the 
economic sphere and welfare programs in the social 
16 
sector. This was done in order to improve the U.S. 
economic system which had failed. Thus, FDR's new deal 
programs were designed for the relief, recovery, and 
reform for the U.S. economic system, and to alleviate some 
17 
of the worst forms of poverty and deprivation. Much 
political debate in America today revolves around these 




George E. Hale and Marian L. Palley, The Politics 
of Federal Grants (Washington D.C.: Congressional 
Quarterly Press, 1981), pp. 18-21. 
17 
John Hope Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom: A 
History of Negro Americans, (New York: Alfred A. Knoff, 
1980), p. 390. 
11 
I Classical Liberalists 
 > I (John Locke, Thomas Hobbe |< 








The Free Market 
Figure 1. Classical liberalists, and the elements which 
make up the liberal creed. 
12 
conservatism. Most conservatives and radical right groups 
are traditional liberals who have upheld the principles of 
liberalism as they were propounded two hundred years ago. 
They continue to believe in the strength of U.S. 
capitalism, as represented by what conservatives like to 
call free enterprise, and that an economic system whose 
existence is based on the production, distribution, and 
consumption of goods and services, is governed by natural 
laws. Economic activity is seen by them to be the preserve 
of private enterprise, not of government, and therefore, 
they generally disapprove of government programs to the 
18 
disadvantaged. The new liberals unlike the 
conservatives believe in governmental intervention in the 
economic sphere and welfare programs in the social sector. 
Politicians who have been committed to new liberalism such 
as the late presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt and Lyndon B. 
Johnson, were not satisfied to let the economy run 
according to so-called natural laws, but they preferred to 
direct economic activity toward larger social interest 
19 
(Figure 2 shows new liberalism and liberal beliefs). 
The sources of the radical right are no longer to be 
found just in old economic interest-group conflicts which 
18 
Joan Edelman Spero, The Politics of International 
Economic Relations (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1981), 
p. 1. 
19 
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Figure 2 Shows elements of Modern Liberalism and 
liberal beliefs. 
14 
have traditionally dominated different periods of American 
life, but are now found in new social groups who have 
gained elitist power and status. However, once these new 
elites acquire such power, they seem to develop a monopoly 
on both political and economic resources which keep other 
20 
social groups from moving up the ladder of success. 
Mills in The Power Elite, emphasizes how elites engage in 
economic and political activities to protect and enhance 
their own interests and that the power elite is not just 
composed of isolated groups and individuals, but rather of 
people who have common interests and act together to 
21 
control public policy in American politics. However, 
there are some social scientists whose characterization of 
American power relations is viewed from a pluralistic 
perspective. The pluralist notion sees political power in 
the United States as highly fragmented, in which interests 
groups compete with one another for governmental power in 
22 
order to influence public policy. Thus, the pluralists 
believe that no one group holds all the power. Certainly 
the pluralist theory of policy making is more consistent 
20 
Lipset, pp. 307-371. 
21 
Mills, pp. 7-9. 
22 
Samuel Krislou and Raymond Lee, The Clash of 
Issues, (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 
1989), pp. 37-39. 
15 
with traditional ideas about democracy such as mass 
participation, majority rule, and the right to protest in 
various ways. Table 1 shows the two portraits of the 
American power structure from the perspective of elitist 
theorist C. Wright Mills and the pluralist David Riesman. 
Several of the radical right groups particularly 
those who have recently gained elitist status seem to be 
preoccupied with their role in American politics. 
Hofstader, from a historian's vantage point, argued that 
a pre-occupation with status has been a persistent element 
in American politics and that McCarthyism, as a social 
phenomenon, could best be explained as a form of "status 
anxiety" in groups that have been confused about their 
positions in America and whether or not they were accepted 
23 
by the established status quo. Hofstader called such 
individuals "pseudo-conservatives, " because while they 
were claiming to uphold tradition, they are in reality 
projecting their own fears and frustrations onto 
24 
society." He described a pseudo-conservative as one who 
is, in good part, a product of the restlessness and 
23 
Richard Hofstader, "The Pseudo-Conservative 
Revolt", in The Radical Right, (New York: Doubleday and 





Two Portraits of the American Structure 
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Power Structure Mills Riesman 
b. Social similarities 
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major institutions 






Consequences a. Enhancement of a. 
interests of 
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forces, and executive 
branch of government 





b. Decline of politics 
as public debate 









c. Decline of c. 
responsibility and 
accountable 
Source: " 'Power Elite' or 'Veto Groups,'" by William 
Kornhauser, in Class, Status, and Power by Reinhard Bendix 
and Seymour Martin Lipset. Copyright 1966 by the Free 
Press, Division of the Macmillian Company, p. 25. 
18 
heterogeneity of American life, and in another part he 
25 
scrambles for status and searches for his identity. 
Hofstader borrowed the concept, "pseudo-conservatives" 
from Adorno who, in the latter 1940's, described the 
26 
conservative philosophy of the pseudo-conservatives. 
Many of the radical right groups are considered to be 
pseudo-conservatives. However, there is a major 
difference between the radical right, extreme 
conservatives, and hate groups such as the Klu Klux Klan. 
The Radical Right's basic premise is that the United 
States is imperiled on almost every front by a Communist 
27 
conspiracy. The conspiracy theory is the notion that 
there is a secret plot in the U.S. Government to sell out 
to the Communists and that this has been entrenched in 
28 
Washington for a few decades now. The radical right 
mythology differs in degree and intensity, but not in 
kind, from the viewpoint of Conservatives. Unlike the 
radical right, the conservatives generally do not tend to 
25 
Ibid., p. 83. 
26 
Theodore Adorno, The Authoritarian Personality 
(New York: Harper and Row, 1950), pp. 675-676. 
27 
Benjamin Epstein and Arnold Forster, The Radical 
Right: Report on the John Birch Society and Its Allies 




ascribe the alleged socialism and softness to any sinister 
plot in high places, but they feel that the problems of 
America are due to the blindness, stupidity, and bungling 
on the part of four Presidents and their liberal advisers. 
Nevertheless, if there are some differences in the 
interpretation of recent history between the radicals of 
the right and the conservatives, there are some things on 
which they agree. Basically they agree on the nature of 
the "evils" they fight Federal taxes, Federal spending, 
Federal social welfare programs and Federal regulations of 
29 
private business, and negotiations with the Soviets. 
Figures 3 and 4 show some of the earlier historical 
radical right and extreme conservative groups. 
The Klu Klux Klan which combines political extremism 
with promoting racial and religious views is often 
classified as part of the radical right; however, this is 
an error made by many who lump all these groups into one 
30 
category. The Klan similar to the radical right, 
believes that America has been and is being sold out from 
within by a sinister conspiracy, deeply entrenched in the 
nation's capitol; but it has been argued that, the 
29 
Arnold Forster and Benjamin R. Epstein, Danger on 
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The Manion Forum I 
(Dean Clarence I 
Manion) | 
(Organized in 1954) | 
Conservative Society I 
of America I 
(Kent and Phoebe I 
Courtney) I 
(Organized in 1961) I 
The Christian | 
Anti-Communism I 
Crusade I 
(Dr. Fred C. Schwartz)| 
(Organized in 1953) I 
The Christian 
I Crusade 
I (Rev. Billy 
I James Hargis) 
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I American Council of | 
I Christian Churches I 
I (Rev. Carl Mclntire) I 
I (Organized in 1936) I 
The National 
I Education | 
I Program I 
I (Dr. George Benson ) | 
I (Organized in 1948) I 
Figure 3. — A Selected Sampling of Radical Right Groups 
and Their Founders. 
21 
The Foundation for Economic Education I 
(Organized in 1946) (Leonard Read) I 
The Moral Majority (Jerry Falwell) I 
(Organized around 1970) I 
The Young Americans for Freedom (Douglas Caddy) | 
(Organized in 1960) (David Frank) I 
The National Foundation for Education in American 
Citizenship 
(Organized in 1940) 
Intercollegiate Society of Individualists 
(Organized in 1952) (Frank Chodorov) 
Americans for Constitutional Action 
(Admiral <Ret.> Ben Moreell) 
(Organized in 1958) 
Circuit Riders, Inc. (Myers Lowman) I 
(Organized in 1951) I 
Figure 4. — A Selected Sampling of Extreme Conservatives 
and Their Founders. 
22 
radical right normally does not foster race and religious 
31 
hatred. 
The conspiracy theory has its roots particularly in 
the McCarthy era in which Senator Joseph McCarthy, in the 
1950's, accused several members of the State Department of 
being Communists, this accusation had a chilling effect on 
32 
many Americans during the 50's. McCarthyism is used by 
the radical right to bring about unity among its 
33 
supporters. The radical right feels that it must unmask 
the secrets of Communism and other evils by vigorous 
publicity, and their image of the world is one of evil in 
which they must defend themselves and others who may not 
34 
be aware of the Communist plot. The radical right 
stress that the Communist movement is only a tool of the 
total conspiracy, and as secret as the Communist 
activities and organizations generally appear, they are 




David Riesman and Nathan Glazer, "The 
Intellectuals and the Discontented Classes," in The 
Radical Right, (New York: Doubleday and Company, 1963), 
p. 106. 
33 
Lipset, pp. 360-361. 
34 
A. Shills, Torment of Secrecy (Glencoe: The Free 
Press, 1956), pp. 231-234. 
23 
35 
some higher degree of this idealistic force. The first 
overt action of the plotters, declares the radical right, 
was the French Revolution, and the first open declarations 
of their purposes is the Communist Manifesto of Karl 
36 
Marx. Thus, it has been one of the primary objectives 
of the radical right to educate its members and supporters 
about Karl Marx and Communism, because Marx and his ideas 
did have an affect on the minds of many Americans. 
Throughout the cold war Communist ideology managed to 
reach thousands of people in colleges and universities 
across America, and students and faculty alike, began to 
37 
take on socialist values. 
Radical right propaganda counteracts Communist 
ideology by showing its supporters the so-called evils of 
Communism. In fact, in the United States, particularly 
during the fifties and sixties era, the point of most 
Anglo-American political philosophers, was to show that 
35 




Herbert Aptheker, "The Academic Rebellion in the 
United States," The Journal of Political Affairs, 44 
(August 1965): p. 35. 
24 
Marx's theories were not worth studying, except as 
38 
historically important relics. Some American professors 
even argued that Marx's ideas were too confusing, unclear, 
metaphysical, or obviously mistaken to merit further 
empirical investigation. 
The purpose of radical right counteracting 
activities is to educate its supporters and others to the 
ideas of its views. After all, the purpose of education 
is to socialize the individual, not only in the general 
sense of adapting him to the life customs of the group 
into which he was born, but more specifically, in the 
sense of eliminating the selfish ambitions that presumably 
39 
generated social conflict. 
Many radical right groups are sustained by repeated 
small contributions from the same individuals, and this 
sometimes adds up to a large sum at the end of a year, so 
that even these organizations can benefit from tax- 
40 
deductions. The radical right has been able to operate 
with durable vigor in the big cities and the suburbs, and 
38 
Richard Miller, "Productive Forces and the Forces 
of Change: A Review of Gerald A. Cohen, Karl Marx's 
Theory of History: A Defense," Journal of Philosophical 
Review, 90 (January 1981), p. 91. 
39 
Christopher Lasch, The New Radicalism in America: 
1889-1963 (New York: Random House, 1965), p. 159. 
40 
Epstein and Forster, The Radical Right, p. 118. 
25 
small towns and hamlets of rural America as well, and it 
is well financed and well staffed for its huge radio, 
41 
publishing and recruitment endeavors. The radical right 
appears to draw much of its membership as well as its 
financial and polemical backing from the wealthier classes 
42 
in America's society. For example, the small 
businessmen who helped start the John Birch Society were 
on the whole, men who had limited education and little 
experience as corporate managers in a complex world, but 
43 
they were not poor. However, what makes the radical 
right so ominous is not just its views on civil liberties 
and domestic affairs, which are within the boundaries of 
American politics, but also its potential power on the 
international level. The radical right has begun to 
spread its political philosophy in other parts of the 
world, particularly in Western Europe, thus, increasing 
44 
its influence outside U.S. territories. 
There are four major themes which form the building 
blocks of radical right ideology. First, the radical 








Ibid., p. 159. 
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political tradition, second, they feel that political 
freedom in the United States has been lost and that the 
country is sliding down the slippery slope of Communism, 
third, they critique the immigrants especially Jews, who 
are not real Americans who founded this country and 
developed its ideals, and fourth, they defend specific 
traditional institutions such as the church and family, 
because without these institutions, which have 
characterized all "civilized nations," society would 
45 
dissolve into anarchy. These four themes emerged during 
the 1930's, as an anti-New Deal backlash began to form. 
The radical right felt that it had been and still is 
46 
being betrayed by its friends. In the winter of 1961- 
62, the radical right emerged into quick prominence on the 
American political scene; and the immediate reasons for 
47 
its appearance are not hard to understand. 
The simple fact was that the Republican Party, 
during this time period was out of power, and it 
45 
Steve Fankuchen, "The Root of the New Right," 
Shamate, (Summer, 1985): p. 14. 
46 
Daniel Bell, "The Dispossessed," in The Radical 




inevitably began to polarize and the right-wing wing came 
48 
into power. The radical right had been a social group 
which felt that it had been dispossessed of its power, and 
social groups that are dispossessed invariably seek 
targets on whom they can vent resentments, and thus, can 
49 
serve to explain their loss of power. After twenty 
years of Democratic power, the right wing Republicans 
hoped that the election of Dwight Eisenhower would produce 
its own utopia, but, this was not the case. Eisenhower's 
Labor Secretary courted the unions, social security 
benefits increased and Communism expanded in Europe; thus, 
the radical right felt that it had been betrayed, not by 
50 
its enemies, but by its friends. 
Three elements conjoined to attract public attention 
to the radical right; one was the fashionable spread of 
week-long seminars of anti-Communist "schools," conducted 
by preachers who adopted old revivalist techniques to a 
modern idiom; secondly, there was the disclosure of the 
existence of extreme fanatic groups, such as the 
Minutemen, who organized guerrilla warfare seminars, 








days of Communism; and thirdly, the disclosure of the 
existence of the John Birch, a secretive, conspirational 
group, obedient to a single leader, Robert Welch, who 
argued that the only way that one could combat Communism, 
51 
was to use Communist methods. 
As stated earlier, the John Birch Society will be 
the focus of this study. Among the major organizations of 
the radical right, only The John Birch Society has a 
nation-wide paid staff of organizers and public relations 
men, a membership active and activated, a permanent 
recruiting program, a tightly controlled and, generally, 
efficient centralized direction and a financial base which 
enables it to maintain its nation-wide organizational 
52 
structure. The John Birch Society had become the most 
appealing, radical right group since the fertile decade of 
the 1930's. Birch membership in 1962 was estimated to be 
approximately sixty- thousand, and was distributed with 
particular strength in traditional centers such as 
53 
Houston, Boston, Wichita, Nashville, and Los Angeles. 
The John Birch Society was founded in Indianapolis 
on December 9, 1958, and was chartered under the General 
51 
Ibid., pp. 4-5. 
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Laws of Massachusetts as a non-profit educational 
54 
organization. However, even though the organization was 
founded in Indianapolis its national headquarters is in 
Belmont, Massachusetts (home of Robert Welch, the founder 
55 
of the Society). Welch pointed out that the JBS sought 
to bring into its organization only men and women of good 
character, humane consciences, and religious deeds, and 
that they had joined together: 
(1) To combat more effective the evil forces 
which now threaten our Freedom, our lives, our 
country, and our civilization; 
(2) To prevail upon our fellow citizens to start 
pulling out of the deepening morass of collec- 
tiv ism, to climb up the mountain to higher 
levels of individual freedom and responsibility 
than man has ever achieved before; 
(3) To restore, with brighter lustre and deeper 
conviction, the faith-inspired morality, the 
spiritual sense of values, and the ennobling 
aspirations, on which our western civilization 
has been condensed into the slogan: Less govern¬ 
ment, more responsibility, and -- with God's 
56 
help — a better world. 
The supporters of the JBS are more likely to be 
Republican than Democrats, college-educated rather than 
54 
Robert Welch, "What Is The John Birch Society," 
in American Opinion (Belmont, Massachusetts: John Birch 
Publishers, 1981), p. 1. 
55 
Epstein and Forster, The Radical Right, p. 88. 
56 
Welch, p. 1. 
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less schooled, and white Christians rather than members of 
57 
other racial or religious groups. This is not to say, 
however, that the JBS does not recruit or allow Afro- 
Americans, Mexicans, Jews or members of other racial 
groups into their organization. Nevertheless, the JBS 
lead the radical right in fighting against civil rights 
58 
legislation and the Movement as a whole. (See Table 2). 
Robert Welch, the founder of The Society, 
emphasized, that the Negro Civil Rights Movement was a 
59 
Communist Movement disguised as a civil rights Movement. 
The JBS is reported not to be explicitly anti-black, but 
yet the Society opposes integration and other social 
changes which would, in the long run, benefit blacks and 
60 
other minorities. The idea of desegregation of public 
schools, housing, and other areas of social life was like 
a sword of judgment over many Birchers as well as Southern 
whites since the Supreme Court's decision in the Brown 
57 
Seymour Martin Lipset, "Three Decades of the 
Radical Right," in The Radical Right, (New York: 
Doubleday and Company, 1963), pp. 434-435. 
58 




Bell, pp. 259-260. 
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TABLE 2 
PREJUDICE TOWARD ETHNIC AND RELIGIOUS MINORITIES ACCORDING 
TO OPINIONS ON THE BIRCH SOCIETY 
a 
(White Christians Only) 
Prejudiced Toward: Proportion Expressing 
Prejudice Among: 
Pro-Birch Group Anti-Birch Group 
Negroes 53% 37% 
Mexicans 38% 27% 
Orientals 22% 17% 
Jews 15% 11% 




Catholics 7 8 
(26) (193) 
a 
Data presented through the courtesy of Robert Shultz of 
the Northern California Lobby for Peace, and Thomas 
Tissue, graduate assistant in Sociology. 
b 
Only responses by Protestants are presented — N=26, 
Pro-Birch; N=193, Anti-Birch. 
Source: Seymour Martin Lipset, "Three Decades of the 
Radical Right," in The Radical Right, (New York: 
Doubleday and Company, 1963), p. 435. 
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case in which the separate but equal doctrine was ruled 
61 
unconstitutional. 
The John Birch Society is totally anti-Communist and 
62 
combats Communism with all efforts. As stated earlier, 
the Society seems to associate liberalism with Communism 
and feels that it must protect Americans from the evil of 
63 
both liberalism and Communism. Such organizations as 
the Birchers, Minutemen, the White Citizens' Council and 
scores of others have been organized to defend the United 
States from both Communism and liberalism, and, as we 
know, in the past 40 years liberalism has been associated 
with minority demands for equality politically, 
64 
economically and socially. At least this is how the 
Birchers and their allies view it. Even the average white 
worker tends to see liberalism associated with black 
demands and thus, sees the black worker as threatening to 
61 
James Reichley, Conservatives In An Age of Change 
(Washington, D.C.: The Brookings Institution, 1981), 
p. 176. 
62 
Cleon Skowen, The Communist Attack on the John 
Birch Society (Belmont, Massachusetts: JBS Publishers, 
1961), p. 6. 
63 
Epstein and Forster, The Radical Right, p. 96. 
64 
James Boggs, "A Black View of the White Worker," 
in The White Majority, (New York: Random House, 1970), 
p. 106. 
33 
his job when, in fact, his job has been, or is being, 
65 
threatened by advanced automation and cybernation. 
Let us turn to a discussion of the person for whom 
the Society is named, and why the founder, Robert Welch, 
named the society after him. John Birch was a Southern 
Baptist minister who was born in India where his parents 
were serving as missionaries. John Birch was an Air Force 
officer and he died during World War II serving his 
country. Robert Welch perceived John Birch as his idea of 
the ideal Americanist; as a perfect example of dedicated 
66 
patriotism. But why John Birch? John Birch was singled 
out because Robert Welch and the family of John Birch felt 
that he was murdered by Communists, while trapped in their 
camp, and that the United States Government kept the truth 
from his family -- and so John Birch became Welch's 
67 
hero. Therefore, the JBS feels that it must combat 
Communism on all fronts. So the question which comes to 
mind is, whether Communism is really the true fear of the 
JBS? Or, is the John Birch Society really concerned about 
social change which would bring into question their status 
65 
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66 
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stability? Lane pointed out that one's attitude toward 
one's own status rests first upon one's attitude toward 
equality: 
For instance, a large number of social beliefs 
and attitudes toward equality take their direc¬ 
tion from beliefs about one's self, the status of 
the self, one's self-esteem or lack thereof; it is 
therefore, necessary first to explore how people 
68 
see themselves in a hierarchical society. 
The John Birch society and its allies occupy a 
position in America's hierarchical society, and this 
research hopes to further investigate their position. 
THE DATA AND METHODOLOGY 
The data of this research are of two kinds: primary 
data and secondary data. The nature of each of these two 
types of data will be given briefly below. 
The Primary Data. -- The literature and published 
studies by the JBS will be one type of primary data, 
cassette tapes, and videos will be another type of primary 
data. 
The Secondary Data. — The published studies and 
text and unpublished dissertations and theses dealing with 
The John Birch Society and other related literature will 
be the secondary data. 
68 
Robert Lane, "The Fear of Equality," in The White 
Majority, (New York: Random House, 1970), pp. 1-21. 
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Location of the Data 
The data will be gathered from the following areas: 
(1) The John Birch Society Incorporated, Mabelton, 
Georgia 30059. 
(2) The Center for Democratic Renewal P.0. Box 50469 
Atlanta, GA 30302. 
(3) The John Birch Society National headquarters, Bel¬ 
mont, Massachusetts 02178. 
(4) Georgia State University Pullen Library, Atlanta, 
Georgia 30303. 
(5) Woodruff Library Atlanta University Center, Atlanta, 
Georgia 30314. 
(6) Individual members who represent The John Birch 
Society. 
Research Methodology : The Case Study. — There are 
several approaches which a researcher can use. The 
methodological approach decided upon by this researcher 
was the case study. 
The case study suggested by Popenoe is a detailed 
69 
record of a single event, person, or social grouping. 
Case studies have played a very important role in the 
development of the social sciences, as a source of 
69 
David Popenoe, Sociology (Englewood, New Jersey): 
Prentice Hall, 1980), p. 42. 
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insights and hypotheses that are later applied to later 
70 
populations. Isaak tells us that the case study is a 
variation of the historical approach used by political 
scientists who might be labeled historians of the 
71 
present. The well done case study's realistic portrayal 
of politics is no doubt useful. However, Nelson, Dentier 
and Smith have noted their shortcoming. As more and more 
case studies are written, readers are overwhelmed by 
details. Case writers often resist the codification of 
their findings in any but the most primitive ways, 
however, thus, while he gives much information about a 
particular political event, the historian of the present 
usually refuses to generalize, to compare and to find the 
72 
common elements in his and other narratives. 
Nevertheless, case studies are an essential aspect of 
inquiry and are preliminary to the foundation of types and 
generalizations. The case study is a way of ordering 
social data with the view toward preserving the unitary 
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p. 35. 
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Politics and Social Life (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 
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37 
and treats some socially defined object or act as a whole. 
The function of the case study is to describe the case in 
73 
terms of the particularities which are observable. 
The case study researcher must first work 
objectively, describe what is really out in the world and 
what could be seen by another observer. The researcher 
must avoid filtering around with what he/she sees through 
the subjective lenses of his/her own personality. 
Secondly, the researcher must constantly reassess what is 
important and what is unimportant by constantly exercising 
his/her judgment on the issue. Thirdly, the researcher 
must work hard and long. He/she must saturate him/herself 
74 
in the situation, and keep at it. One well-known case 
study is Tally's Corner by Elliot Liebow. The out-of-work 
black men Liebow studied knew he was an observer, but they 
allowed him to take part in their lives on the "Corner" in 
Washington, D.C.. He talked with them, drank beer and 
played pool with them, visited their rooming houses, and 
hung around the carry-out-shop. Liebow chose to organize 
his study around the men's personal relationships. Light¬ 
skinned women are admired, but dark-skinned women are 
73 
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38 
considered more reliable. Men who cannot find a legitimate 
75 
place in the world set up a shadow existence outside it. 
Another example of the case study approach would be W. 
Lloyd Warner's examination of "Jonesville." In this 
instance the researcher sort to collect and examine as 
much data as possible regarding the subject of his study. 
Warner studied the history of the community, its 
religious, political, economic, geographical, and racial 
makeup. He also studied the social-class structure of the 
76 
Jonesville Community. 
The techniques to be used in any study must conform 
to the study. Two techniques were decided upon to conduct 
this study: (1) the literary review (2) an analysis of 
both primary and secondary published and unpublished 
materials and (3) interviews to determine the political, 
77 
economic and social values of the John Birch Society. 
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CHAPTER II 
THE VALUES AND BELIEFS OF THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
The objective of this chapter is to explore the 
political and social philosophy of The John Birch Society, 
and to examine its ideological views in relation to the 
subjects of race and religion. 
For the purpose of this research, electoral politics 
will be referred to as the process by which individuals 
engage in the political system by either influencing 
governmental officials or the electorate in order to 
1 
change public policy. 
The John Birch Society claims that it does not 
endorse or contribute to political candidates, however, 
the JBS does seek to make changes in the American 
political process by politically educating the American 
public to the so-called evils of the American Political 
2 
System which has taken place over the past few decades. 
1 
Robert Diclerico and Eric Uslaner, Few Are Chosen: 
Problems in Presidential Selection, (New York: McGraw- 
Hill Book Company, 1984,), pp. 1 and 107-133. 
2 
Congress House, Representative Larry McDonald of 
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Record (3 September 1980), p. 1. 
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40 
This issue was discussed by the late Larry McDonald, 
former Congressman of Georgia on Wednesday, September 3, 
1980: 
The John Birch Society has the finest body of men 
and women in the world today. The Society is an 
educational organization which believes strongly 
in less government, more responsibility, and with 
God's help, a better world; the Society does not 
endorse or contribute to political parties or 
candidates, and in a strict sense is not a polit- 
3 
ical organization. 
Mr. McDonald also pointed out in the same speech that the 
Society's aim is to alleviate the threat of a communist 
4 
take over in the United States. McDonald was a 
politician who was a member of the JBS, and thus supported 
them publicly. As a member of the House Armed Services 
Committee, he allegedly exposed how communist groups use 
terrorism, propaganda measures, and other tactics against 
the U.S. Government. On July 15, 1983, in one of his last 
speeches, McDonald pointed out to the American public that 
there is a great need which the JBS crusade intends to 
fill, declaring: 
What is needed in this country - to halt the 
totally abusive practice of atheistic communist 







Most Americans do not know that American 
money is building Communist missiles while our men 
are putting their lives on the line... "They have 
5 
to be told. 
One way that the Society has been able to reach the 
American public is through their Youth Summer Programs. 
These programs are organized each year to educate American 
youths to the so-called evils of the U.S. Government. The 
programs are nation-wide, and a variety of subjects are 
taught such as, The Welfare State, Communism, Drugs, 
Education, and much more. Figures 5 and 6 give a complete 
overview of the Society's programs. Figure 5 is a 
schedule of The John Birch nationwide summer camp 
programs. This figure gives the dates of when and where 
the programs are being held. The Society has been able to 
host its summer activities throughout America. The target 
of the programs is the American youth. Figure 5 is 
significant to this study because it shows how society 
seeks to influence young Americans through its summer camp 
activities. 
When one observes Figure 6, one will notice that 
several different topics are discussed in the Americanism 
101 course. In this particular course one can observed 
that many of the subjects being taught are some of the 
major issues facing America today. Figure 6 is very 
5 
Gary Allen, "Human Rights: U.S. Security Damaged By 
Slave-Labor Goods," American Opinion, 4 April 1984, p. 9. 
The Nationwide Network of 
The John Birch Society Summer Camp 
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June 5-11, 1988 
Colvig Silver Camps 
Durango, Colorado 
Mr. Robert L. Crawley 
382 East 520 North 
American Fork, Utah 84003 
July 31-August 6, 1988 
Echo Valley Campground 
Avon, Montana 
Mr. Hans J. Phillips 
21140 46th Ave., SE 
Bothell, Washington 
98021 
June 12-18, 1988 
Two Rivers Sports Center 
Feather River 
Blairsden, California 
Mr. David L. Morris 
41987 Lilley Mountain Drive 
Yosemite Lakes Park 
Coarsegold, California 93614 
June 12-18, 1988 
Rocking L. Guest Ranch 
Wills Point, Texas 
Mr. Larry 0. Waters 
3012 Dartmouth 
Plano, Texas 75075 
June 19-25, 1988 
Pokagon State Park Group Camp 
Angola, Indiana 
Mr. Donald Julius 
Post Office Box 938 
Columbia Station, Ohio 44028 




Mr. Hans J. Phillips 
21140 46th Ave., SE 
Bothell, Washington 
98021 
August 14-20, 1988 
Camp Blue Ridge 
Mountain City, Georgia 
Mr. Stephen H. Thomas 
Post Office Box 844 
Austell, Georgia 30001 
August 21-27, 1988 
Camp Bob Marshall of the 
Black Hills 
Custer, South Dakota 
Mr. Gary Velder 
Rural Route 1, Box 110 
Newell, South Dakota 
57760 
June 26-July 2, 1988 
Camp Edwards 
Barton Flats, California 
Mr. Mark Carroll 
The John Birch Society 
Post Office Box 80352 
San Mariona, California 
August 21-27, 1988 
French Woods Sports and 
Arts Center 
Starruca, Pennsylvania 
Mr. Richard Dilworth 
Post Office Box 2928 
108 Binghamton, New York 
13902 
Figure 5. The Schedules and locations of the 1988 
John Birch Society's Summer Youth Camp Program. 
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Americanism 101 
The specific topics covered at The John Birch Society 
Summer Camp Program. 
.Are you Being Deceived? 
•What is Americanism? 
.Our Constitution 
.What is the New World Order? 
.The Civilized Person 
•Education and Brainwashing 
.Is the Media Biased? 
.Drugs 
.What about Rock Music? 
.Hot spots around the Globe 
.Stop Helping Communism 
.Who are the Insiders? 
•What Is Gun Control? 
•The John Birch Society 
.What is Humanism? 
.How to Educate Your Classmate 
.The Welfare State 
•Terrorism 
.Why Not Disarm? 
.Survival on Campus 
•The Abortion Controversy 
•Understanding Money 
•How to Refute Liberal Cliches 
•Salesmanship and Communication 
.Advanced Leadership 
.The New American Clubs 
Figure 6. Source: The John Birch Society, "On the 
Nationalwide Network of Summer Youth Camp Programs," The 
John Birch Brochure Summer (1988), pp. 3-4. 
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meaning to this research because The John Birch Society 
exposes that minds of the young to its political and 
social philosophy. 
But the questions which would probably come to one's 
mind are: 
1. What other political and social beliefs does the 
JBS stand for in contemporary American politics? 
2. In what other ways do they seek to influence 
government policy? 
According to Steve Thomas, a representative of The John 
Birch Society, The John Birch Society believes in the same 
principles and values as it did when the organization 
began in 1958, as he stressed the following: 
We believe that our system of government, a 
Constitutional Republic, is the finest yet 
developed by man: 
We believe that the traditional moral values 
of our judeo-Christian heritage are the corner¬ 
stone of western civilization, and that the family 
is the basic and most vital unit of society: 
We believe that the rights of the individual 
are endowed by his creator, not by governments; 
that the proper function of government should be 
limited to the protection of the right of life, 
liberty and property; and that individual rights 
are inseparably linked to individual responsibility: 
We believe our common bond is a love for 
our heritage of liberty and a rejection of totali- 
6 
tarianism in any of its forms. 
6 
Steve Thomas, interview by author, Tabe recording, 
Atlanta, Georgia, 13 January 1988. 
45 
Thomas also went on to say that the defeat of communism is 
7 
the ultimate goal of The John Birch Society. 
So, what does the John Birch Society do? In a 
thirty-minute video cassette entitled, A Program For 
Responsible Citizenship, National JBS leader John F. 
McManus, director of public relations at the Birch 
headquarters in Belmont, Massachusetts declared that the 
Society produces a balanced strategy of information and 
action, declaring: 
We distribute a monthly bulletin to our nation¬ 
wide membership recommending specific items for 
immediate and long term action: 
We maintain a professional field staff to 
assist and coordinate member activity: 
We initiate letter-writing, literature-distri¬ 
bution, and petition campaigns to public officials 
and legislators: 
We offer an impressive array of authori¬ 
tative speakers who make hundreds of appearances 
before public audiences, service clubs, schools, 
and on radio and television talk shows: 
We organize direct networks of local ad hoc 
committees that enables members and nonmembers to 
work together on specific issues, e.g. reducing 
taxes and government spending and stopping aid 
and trade with communist nations: 
We produce a weekly column for newspapers, 
radio commentaries, and video and audio cassettes: 
We distribute our own magazines and other 





Our research department services authors, jour¬ 
nalists, scholars, businessmen, and politicians 
from a comprehensive and reliable data base: 
Affiliated corporations publish important 
and timely books and The New American, a 
biweekly magazine that is an alternate source 
for needed facts and conservative perspectives.8 
McManus pointed out that the Society's effectiveness 
by stressing the following: 
Once a sacred cow, the anti-American United 
Nations has seen its support dwindle: 
Leftist initiatives such as the Declaration 
of Interdependence have been repudiated: 
Domestic terrorists have been exposed and 
stopped by our efforts: 
The Federal Law Enforcement Assistance Admin¬ 
istration, a major step toward federalizing local 
police, was abolished: 
Dangerous legislation, such as the attacks on 
the right to keep and bear arms, and the blitz 
for ERA, has been rebuffed: 
Political analysts have credited the defeat of 
liberal incumbents to the educational efforts of 
our members: 
But, our most important success have been 
in increasing the broad base of understanding. 
The results are that the informed electorate 




The John Birch Society, A Program For Responsible 
Citizenship, produced and directed by The John Birch 
Society, 30 min., Birch Pix, 1987, videocassette. 
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The role in which the John Birch Society seems to play in 
contemporary American Politics is that of exposing the 
track records of U.S. politicians to the American public 
as declared by Dr. Lacy: 
It is not enough to know what a congressman says; it 
10 
is also important to know what he does. 
Members of The John Birch Society claim that they 
have exposed so-called corrupt politicians and have led 
educational drives which helped to defeat countless pieces 
11 
of extremely dangerous legislations. A few of the 
legislative bills that the JBS fought against were the 
Equal Rights Amendment, The Panama Canal Give Away, and 
12 
the Genocide Treaty. Each of these will be discussed 
briefly. 
The Equal Rights Amendment was first proposed in 
1923 by feminist Alice Paul, and introduced into Congress 
that same year, however, it was not until 1972 that 
Congress adopted the ERA on the notion that there was 
10 
Robert Welch, "What Is The John Birch Society," in 
American Opinion (Belmont, Mass: John Birch Publishers, 
1981), p. 8. 
11 




national support for an Equal Rights Amendment for 
13 
Women. Nevertheless Congress set a seven year deadline 
for the adopting of ERA by state legislatures. Pro ERA 
forces were not able to get the bill passed due to strong 
opposition from The John Birch Society, and other far 
14 
right or conservative groups. Anti-ERA leader Phyllis 
Schlafy, supported by both the John Birch Society and 
other conservative groups charged that the ERA would 
undermine the family by requiring women to fight in combat 
and would eliminate the need for men to pay alimony and to 
support their families, and thus the ERA bill died in 
1982, (proposed ERA Amendment: "Equality of rights under 
the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
15 
States or by any state on account of sex"). By the time 
the John Birch Society got involved in the anti ERA fight, 
more than thirty states already had ratified the 
16 
amendment. However, many Birchers claim that through a 
thoughtful utilization of educational techniques, they 
13 
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Welch, p. 10. 
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have succeeded not only in preventing any new 
ratifications during the past three years but have mounted 
campaigns that led directly to the legislatures of four 
states voting to rescind their earlier acceptances. 
The Panama Canal Treaty was based on the recognition 
of the sovereignty of the Republic of Panama over the 
totality of its national territory . Settlement of the 
Panama Canal issue represented a major step toward 
strengthening the relations among the nations of the 
Western Hemisphere on a basis of common interest, 
equality, and mutual respect for the sovereignty and 
17 
independence of every state. The favorable attitudes of 
the American pubic concerning the Panama treaties were not 
shared by The John Birch Society and other extreme groups. 
Nevertheless, a vigorous educational campaign by the JBS 
was not able to keep the U.S. Senate from voting in March 
and April of 1978 on the issue of giving the Panama Canal 
18 
back to its owners. Nevertheless, the Society claimed 
that it created so much opposition in the upper house, 
17 
"The Panama Canal Treaties" Americas 29 (November- 
December 1977): pp. 9-13. See also Carolos Alfrendo 
Guevara, "The Panama Canal Treaties: Negotiating A New 




that the treaty was passed by a very thin majority of one 
vote.19 
The origin of the Genocide Treaty started in the 
United Nations in 1948 and was approved by the General 
20 
Assembly that same year. Genocide is defined as the 
commitment of acts with the intent to destroy a national 
21 
ethnic, racial, or religious group. The reason for such 
a treaty stemmed from the fact that the Nazis had 
attempted to exterminate the Jews. 
National JBS leader John F. McManus says The John 
Birch Society opposes the Genocide Treaty declaring: 
The crime of genocide should be defined as the sys¬ 
tematic annihilation of a racial, political or cul¬ 
tural group, but the definition given in the Geno¬ 
cide convention is the intent to destroy, in whole 
or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or 
religious group as such.22 
According to McManus the United Nation's definition of 
genocide would exempt Communist countries and a correct 
definition of genocide would include the destruction of 
19 
Welch, p. 10. 
20 
A. Leroy Bennett, International Organizations, 





John F. McManus, Genocide or Suicide? (Belmont, 
John Birch Publishers, 1984), p. 2. Mass: 
23 
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political groups. If political groups were included in 
the definition, then communist nations would have to 
adhere to the treaty. McManus stresses that communists 
always classify their victims as enemies of the state, 
24 
meaning they are political criminals. Nevertheless, 
between January 11, 1967 and the day the treaty was 
ratified, February 19, 1986, Senator Proxmire had given 
more than 3,000 speeches on the Senate Floor urging 
members to accept the treaty. In the Senate the Treaty 
was known as the "Proxmire Act" in recognition of the 
efforts made by William Proxmire, (D-Wis) to get the 
treaty ratified. Finally in 1986 the treaty was ratified 
by the U.S. Congress; (and it passed legislation in 1988). 
As a result, the Genocide Treaty was passed without 
including in its definition political groups as the 
25 
Society hoped. 
What does The John Birch Society want? According to 






Nadine Cohodas "Congress: Clears A Bill Making 
Genocide A Crime" Congressional Quarterly 96 (October 
1988) p. 3038. 
52 
would like to see America have a tougher 




What America needs is to return back to 
traditional liberalism because there is just too 
much government involvement in our lives as 
American citizens and have a tougher Foreign 
Policy against Russia and other communist 
26 
countries. 
Classical liberalism developed in Europe 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, 
27 
American colonies were being settled, 
of individual competition, the right t 
free market, and a limited amount of government. 
urope in the 
a time when the 
It is the notion 
own property, the 
28 
Nate Womble feels that the government's present 
involvement in the free market, and its role as a welfare 
monitor has caused many people to become lazy and 
complacent declaring: 
Too many Americans are looking for handouts and 
they are relying on the Government to take care of 
them. What we need in this country is more 
26 
Nate Womble, interview by authorl, Tape recording, 
Atlanta, Georgia, 10 February 1988. 
27 




individual freedom in the market place and less 
government. This would give individuals the 
. 29 
incentive to work. 
The John Birch Society feels that America has lost her 
liberal creed of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, 
and that the social welfare state is a Satanic form of 
30 
government. 
There are some politicians who also feel that 
America needs to revert to classical liberalism. For 
example, President Ronald Reagan's New Federalism program 
was designed to reduce social welfare programs such as 
food stamps, student loans, aid to families with dependent 
31 
children and many others. The Reagan strategy was based 
on three elements: 1) returning power to the states, (2) 
cutting social programs; and (3) reducing the federal 
32 
regulation of big businesses and social activities. 
Republican Senator Jesse Helms of North Carolina also 
feels that the social accomplishments of the New Deal and 
29 
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Civil Rights Movement should be abolished and that the 
33 
United States needs to get out of the United Nations. 
Even though Senator Helms is neither a member of the JBS 
nor has he publicly confessed to supporting them, his 
ideological views seem identical to those of the Society. 
The John Birch Society along with other conservative 
organizations feel that many of the present problems 
facing the U.S. today are due to the New Deal era of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, the Civil Rights Movement, and the 
blindness and stupidity on the part of four presidents and 
34 
their liberal advisors. As a result, the JBS and others 
on the right feel that they must fight against communism 
and so-called corrupt liberal politicians who support 
immoral issues such as abortion, homosexuality, anti- 
35 
prayer in schools, and aid to communist countries. 
One well known Georgia politician whose conservative 
viewpoint seems to coincide with the Birch philosophy is 
that of Pat Swindall, Georgia's former 4th District U.S. 
Representative. Swindall similar to Helms is not a member 
of the organization and has never confessed to support 
33 
The John Birch Society, Should The United States 
be Abolished? (Belmont, Mass: John Birch Publishers, 
1982), p. 4. 
34 




them. However, Swindall, like the JBS is against any type 
of liberal legislation and has been applauded by The John 
Birch Society for his conservative voting record. Below 
is a sample of some of the voting activities of Swindall: 
June 1987-88 he voted against federal funding of 
abortions. 
On October 20, 1987, Swindall voted against a 
Senate proposal to prohibit the Centers for 
Disease Control from funding AIDS education or 
information activities that promote or encourage, 
directly or indirectly homosexual activities. 
On October 7, 1985 Swindall supported an amendment 
intended to curb food stamp abuse by requiring 
states to establish employment and training 
("workfare") programs for food stamp recipients. 
On May 19, 1988, he voted for an amendment to 
discourage drug use on Capital Hill by prohibiting 
the spending of Legislative Branch funds in any 
work place that is not free of possession or use 
36 
of controlled substance. 
For a complete exposition of the voting records of 
congressmen and women by the John Birch Society see 
appendixes "B" and "C". 
The JBS and its allies see the American political 
37 
process moving in the area of perversion. The JBS 
believes that the politics of perversion has truly broken 
36 
Robert W. Lee, "Profile: Representative Pat 
Swindall," The New American 24 October 1988, pp. 53-54. 
37 
Kirk Kidwell, "The Politics of Perversion" The New 
American, 9 November 1987, pp. 5-9. 
56 
up the social fabric of the family. An, example of this 
perversion would be the National March on Washington for 
Lesbian and Gay Rights, which took place in October of 
38 
1987. Several hundred thousand homosexual men and women 
converged on the nation's capital during this time period, 
and it was considered to be the largest demonstration for 
39 
gay and lesbian rights in American history. The gay 
marchers demanded the following: 
1. The legal recognition of lesbian and gay rela¬ 
tionships; 
2. The repeal of all laws that make sodomy 
between consenting adults a crime; 
3. A Presidential order banning anti-gay 
discrimination by the Federal Government; 
4. Passage of the congressional lesbian and gay 
rights bill; 
5. Reproductive freedom, the right to control 










The JBS pointed out that there are several 
politicians who support such perversion, and that it is an 
embarrassment to American politics (Figure 7 shows both 
those individuals and groups who allegedly support gay 
41 
rights) . 
The issue of Communism has also been a major subject 
of the JBS in the past, and it is still the major theme of 
today. As stated earlier in Chapter I, the JBS and its 
allies feel that there is an international conspiracy to 
sell out to the U.S. Government to Communist nations, and 
that this has been a secret plot entrenched in Washington 
42 
for a few decades now. The Blue Book of The John Birch 
Society was first published in 1959. It is an exact 
transcript of the two day dissertation delivered on 
December 8 and 9, 1958 when the JBS was founded. It sets 
forth what communists nations and their allies were than 
planning to bring about in the United States during the 
years ahead. According to the JBS, communists nations 




Epstein and Forster, The Radical Right, pp. 16-17. 
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Figure 7 
PARTIAL LIST OF ENDORSERS OF THE "GAY" MARCH 
U.S. Senators 
Alan Cranston 
John Kerry (D-MA) 
Ü.S. Representatives 
Gary Ackerman (D-NY) 
Les AuCoin (D-OR) 
America Barbara Boxer (D-CA) 
William Clay (D-MO) 
John Conyers (D-MI) 
George Crockett Jr. (D-MI) 
Ronald Dellums (D-CA) 
Mervyn Dymally (D-CA) 
Don Edwards (D-CA) 
Vic Fazio (D-CA) 
Thomas Foglietta (D-PA) 
Barney Frank (D-MA) 
Bill Green (R-NY) 
Joseph Kennedy (D-MA) 
Robert Kastenmeier (D-WI) 
Mickey Leland (D-TX) 
Mel Levine (D-CA) 
Matthew Martinez (D-CA) 
George Miller (D-CA) 
Bruce Morrison (D-CT) 
Major Owens (D-NY) 
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) 
Charles Rangel (D-NY) 
Patricia Schroeder (D-CO) 
Louis Stokes (D-OH) 
Fortney (Pete) Stark (D-CA) 
Gerry Studds (D-MA) 
Robert Torricelli (D-NJ) 
Ted Weiss (D-NY) 
Other Elected Officials 
Marion Barry, Mayor of 
~~Washington, DC 
Tom Bradley, Mayor of 
Los Angeles 
Willie Brown Jr., Speaker 
of the California Assembly 
Ann Chandler, Mayor of 
Berkeley 
Dianne Feinstein, Mayor 
of San Francisco 
Jane Weed, Mayor of Santa Cruz 
Other Individuals 
Gloria Allred, Esquire 
Ed Asner 
Cesar Chavez, President of the 
United Farm Workers of 
Midge Constanza 
Patty Duke, President of the 

















Council of the District of 
Columbia 
Homosexual Organizations: 
Human Rights Campaign Fund 
Lambda Legal Defense and 
Education Fund 
National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force 
National Gay Rights Advocates 
North American Man/Boy Love 
Association 
The National Leather 
Association 
Aids Organizations 
AIDS Action Council 
Gay Men's Health Crisis 
Mobilization Against AIDS 
National AIDS Network 
The Advocate 
59 
Figure 7 (Continued) 
Edward Koch, Mayor of National Association of People 
New York City with AIDS 
Other Organizations 
American Association of 
Leo McCarthy, Lieutenant 
Governor of California 
Maureen O'Connor, Mayor 
of San Diego 
University Women 
American Civil Liberties 
Union 
Charles Royer, Mayor of 
Seattle 
Ann Rudin, Mayor of Sacramento 
California Democratic Party 
Clergy and Laity Concerned 
Committee in Solidarity with the 
People of El Salvador 
Democratic Socialists of America 
Guardina, Independent Radical 
Newsweekly 
Mobilization for Survival 
National Abortion Rights Action 
League 
National Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence 
National Organization for Women 
National Women's Political Caucus 
Nicaragua Network 
People's Anti-War Mobilization 
Rainbow Coalition 
Revolutionary Workers League 
SANE 
War Registers League 
Women's International League for 
Peace and Freedom 
Women Strike for Peace 
Workers World Party 
This list is important to this study because it shows both 
the names and organizations of those individuals whom The 
John Birch Society feel are too liberal and lack moral 
values. According to The Society, any individual or group 
who believe in gay rights violates the Judeo-Christian 
ethics for which The JBS claim to stand for, and that 
instituting gay rights laws would undermine the family as 
a social institution. 
Source: Kirk Kidwell, "The Politics of Perversion" The 
New American, November 1987, p. 9. 
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1. Greatly expanded government spending for 
missiles, for so-called defense generally, 
for foreign aid, for every conceivable means 
of getting rid of ever larger sums of 
American money - as wastefully as possible: 
2. Higher and higher taxes: 
3. An increasingly unbalanced budget, despite 
the higher taxes: 
4. Wide inflation of our currency, leading 
rapidly towards its ultimate repudiation: 
5. Government controls of prices, wages, and 
materials, supposedly to combat inflation: 
6. Greatly increased socialistic controls over 
every operation of our economy and every 
activity of our daily lives. This is to be 
accompanied, naturally and automatically by a 
correspondingly huge increase in the size of 
our bureaucracy, and both the cost and reach 
of our democracy government: 
7. Far more centralization of power in 
Washington, and the practical elimination of 
our state lines: 
8. The steady advance of federal aid to and 
control over our Educational system, leading 
to complete federalization of our public 
education: 
9. A constant hammering into the American 
consciousness of the horror of "modern 
warfare", the beauties and the absolute 
necessity of "peace" - peace always on 
communist terms, of course: 
10. The consequent willingness of the American 
people to allow the steps of appeasement by 
our government which would amount to a 
43 
piecemeal surrender of the free world. 
43 
Robert Welch, The Blue Book of The John Birch 
Society (Belmont, Mass: Western Islands Publishers, 
1959) , pp. 1-162. 
61 
Donald S. McAlvany, a highly respected admirer of 
many Birch supporters says that there is a "Grand Soviet 
44 
Strategy" to spread communism all over the world. 
McAlvany, (who is the founder and chairman of The Council 
on Southern Africa) declares that the Soviet strategy is 
to: 
(A) Push for a disarmament campaign: 
(B) Disregard the Salt I and II treaties: 
(C) Sponsor National Liberation Movement which are 
Anti American: 
(D) Have propaganda wars against target countries 
such as South Africa: 
(E) Pick off one Western Country at a time: 
(F) Isolate the West from its natural and mate¬ 
rial resource: 
(G) Control Saudi Arabia and Southern Africa: 
(H) Neutralize NATO: 
(I) Use Nuclear blackmail as a threat to the 
45 West. 3
44 
Donald S. McMalvany, Revolution and Betrayal: The 
Accelerating Onslaught Against South Africa, produced and 





In order for others to have a greater understanding 
of the Society's ideological beliefs not just concerning 
the issues of race and communism, but social problems as 
well, the Society has released a series of its latest 
video cassettes, which are designed to address potential 
46 
members into its organization. The following are a few 
of the latest videos that are being utilized by the JBS. 
(a) "A Program for Responsible Citizenship" 
(b) "The Summer Training Camps" 
(c) "The Premeditated Merger" 
(d) "Who Shall Teach? The Case for Separation of 
47 
School and State." 
A synopsis of each of the videos will be given. 
The major theme of "A Program for Responsible 
Citizenship," is that a responsible citizen is one who 
seeks to be informed about the American political system. 
The John Birch Society calls this political education. 
According to the Society, political education involves 
becoming aware of the political and economic activities 
which take place in our government, particularly at the 
national level, and when the government makes decisions 
46 
Andrew Cassel, "Can Birch Society Find Happines In 
Joe McCarthy's Hometown," Atlanta Journal and 




which are detrimental to the American people, then we the 
people, should vote those individuals who made such 
48 
policies out of office. 
The film also emphasized that the informed 
electorate is the key to a responsible citizenship. 
Americans must not only vote, but must be aware of who and 
what they are voting for. Too many Americans (according 
to the JBS) are not informed of the atrocities which are 
49 
taking place in our government. High taxes, and 
inflation, big government, big labor, big business, and 
big education telling the American citizen what he can and 
cannot do, are only a few atrocities which the Society 
claim that the American electorate must stop the 
government from doing. 
"A Program for Responsible Citizenship," concluded 
by encouraging its viewer to join The John Birch Society 
in its fight against Communism, and the social and 
50 
political ills of the American political system. 
48 







"The Summer Training Camps," is a 20 minute film which 
shows what The John Birch Society is teaching our American 
youth. There are a variety of subjects being taught at 
these camps such as Education, Drugs, Communism, The 
51 
Welfare State, and much more. (See Figures 5 and 6 in 
Chapter II for a complete overview of the JBS summer camp 
programs). 
However, teaching is not the only thing that goes on 
at the summer camps. There is also a great deal of 
outdoor activity such as football, basketball, hiking, 
and other physical fitness activities. Nevertheless, the 
main purpose of such camps is to educate America's youth 
to the so-called evils of communism, while at the same 
time creating an atmosphere similar to that of a 
52 
traditional boy, or girl scout Summer camp. The video 
concluded by encouraging other youths to become a part of 
the JBS summer camp programs. 
The "Premeditated Merger" is a 110 minute video 
cassette which has two parts. Part I, shows how the U.S. 
government assists communists regimes and how many Third 
World countries fall into the hands of communism. Part 
51 
The John Birch Society, The Summer Training 
Camps, produced and directed by The John Birch Society, 20 




II, examines the different reasons used by the U.S. to 
justify giving aid to communist countries, and, thus, 
recommends a course of action by the American people which 
53 
would halt any aid to the communist bloc. 
Charles R. Armour, Executive Officer of The John 
Birch Society is the spokesman in this film. Mr. Armour 
points out the kind of assistance that the U.S. gives to 
the communist bloc which are, microchips used in advanced 
technology, advanced computers which many communist 
nations could not produce themselves, jet engine oil, and 
food and money. Armour emphasizes that much of the 
computer technology that the communist regimes uses comes 
54 
from "Control Data" an American based computer company. 
Armour then shows how Third World nations are caught 
up in the notion that Communism is a form of government 
which would benefit the masses in general. However, 
Armour stresses that communism is an anti-God and a 
dictatorial type of system which oppresses its people. 
53 
The John Birch Society, Premeditated Merger, 
produced and directed by The John Birch Society, 110 min. 




This is why (according to Armour) communist leaders 
built the Berlin wall, to keep their people from having 
access to the free world. A government which builds a 
wall to keep its citizenship from the free world, 
according to Armour, does not appear to be for the masses 
55 
at all. 
According to Armour, the justifications that the 
U.S. gives for supporting the Soviet Union and other 
communist nations with aid and technology is that, by 
giving these commodities to the communist bloc, it will 
help to relieve tensions between the Eastern and Western 
countries. Another reason is that if the U.S. did not 
help the Soviets in particularly, they would get the aid 
from some other non-communist nation. Finally, Armour 
points out that our political leaders in Washington, 
support aid to the Soviets because of a humanitarian 
56 
purpose. 
The John Birch Society does not buy the reasons 
given by the United States for helping the Soviets and 
other communist nations. The Society feels that there is 
a conspiracy going on in Washington and Moscow to create a 
one world government. According to Charles Armour, it is 






to try and stop such a merger. "The Premeditated Merger," 
concluded by encouraging Americans to take action by 
becoming involved in the American political system, not 
only through electoral politics, but by becoming a member 
of The John Birch Society. 
Unfortunately, the researcher was not able to obtain 
a copy of the video, "Who Shall Teach? The case for 
Separation of School and State." However, the researcher 
was able to question a John Bircher concerning the film. 
According to Steve Thomas, a spokesman for the Society, 
the video "Who Shall Teach? The Case for Separation of 
School and State," "main focus is to show how the 
government is too involved in our educational system, and 
that it should be left up to the people, and not 
politicians telling us what and how to teach our 
57 
children." The film (according to Thomas) concluded by 
urging others to join the Society in its fight against 
governmental involvement in our educational process. 
Maybe those who are fortunate enough to observe the 
Society's tapes will walk away with a different perception 
of the organization. However, the question is, "What kind 
of perception?" One in favor of The Society, or one 
against the organization? 
57 
Steve Thomas, interview by author, Tape recording, 
Atlanta, Georgia, 7 September 1989. 
68 
In the political arena Philip Crane of Illinois in 
The House of Representatives petitioned Congress to 
prohibit all extensions of credit, credit guarantees, 
investment guarantees, or grants by any agency of the U.S. 
58 
Government to any Communist country. Crane feels that 
the time has come for us (the U.S. Government) to cease 
financing Communist countries with aid and loans from U.S. 
59 
official lending institutions and governmental agencies. 
Crane and other U.S. politicians feel that the words of 
Soviet defector Alexander Solzhenitsyn should not be 
ignored when discussing loans or credits to the Soviets in 
60 
particular, but to any communist country as well. 
Solzhenitsyn stressed to Congress that if they would stop 
letting the Soviets borrow money from Western 
institutions, and stop selling the Soviets grain, then the 
Russian empire would not probably be able to stand and 
61 
produce goods for its own people. Solzhenitsyn also 
pointed out to Congress that the Soviet Union is not as 
58 
In Congressional Record "Funding Communism Must 
Stop" United States of America Proceedings and Debates of 









superior as they claim to protray. 
The Subject of Elitism 
Elitism as a political theory has been the main 
thrust of many of those from the left when analyzing 
racial right groups such as The John Birch Society and 
there are some scholars who feel that organizations like 
the Society use the Communist scare to hide their true 
fears of social change, and social change in this case, 
means moving from classical liberalism to the social 
63 
welfare state. The John Birch Society and several other 
radical groups, are preoccupied with their role in 
American Politics, and that Communism as a social 
phenomenon, could best be explained as a form of "status 
anxiety" in groups who have been confused about their 
positions in America, wonder whether or not that they are 
64 
accepted by the established status quo. The John Birch 
Society is viewed by many liberal scholars as been 




Lipset, Sources of Radical Right, p. 308. 
64 
Hofstader, pp. 76-77. 
70 
as a result it scrambles for status and searches for 
65 
identity. Theodore Adorno, referred to such groups as 
66 
pseudo-conservatives. 
Daniel Bell pointed out that groups such as the JBS, 
feel that they have been dispossessed of their power, and 
social groups that are dispossessed invariably seek tar¬ 
gets whom they can vent resentments towards, so that they 
67 
can explain their loss of power. So the question is, 
"Is The John Birch Society really concerned about Commu¬ 
nism?" Or is The John Birch Society an elitist organiza¬ 
tion which uses Communism as a scapegoat to cover up their 
fears of social change? Afro-American Bircher Evans 
Raymond Pierre (who is head of the National Birch Research 
Institute) stressed that classical liberalism is the 
belief of the JBS, and Communism is against the classical 
68 
liberalist philosophy. Pierre, also emphasized that 
Communism violated the liberal creed of individualism, the 
free market, the right to own property and a limited 




Adorno, pp. 675-676. 
67 
Bell, pp. 1-2. 
68 
Evans Raymond Pierre, interview by author, Tape 
recording, Atlanta, Georgia 8 June 1988. 
71 
concerned, Pierre stated: 
If social change means government regu¬ 
lation of the economy, then the JBS is against 
that. If social change means welfare pro¬ 
grams such as food stamps and Aid To Families 
with Dependent Children, then the Society is 
69 
against social change. 
The John Birch Society seems to equate any type of 
change in American politics with Communism. Thus, the 
social welfare state (or New Liberalism) is perceived to 
be Communist by the Society because it involves government 
regulation of the economy and thus, violates the 
70 
traditional liberal creed of individualism. New 
liberalism started during Franklin D. Roosevelt's 
administration in order to help the U.S. economy to 
recover from the depression. New liberalism was the 
crystallization of Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal 
71 
Program. During the era of New liberalism, millions of 
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social security, and medicaid and medicare. However, 
the Reagan Administration cut many of these social 
programs which began the New Deal era and recommended 
major revisions that would change how such benefits would 
73 
be received. For example, in January 1983, a special 
commission appointed by Ronald Reagan recommended that the 
Social Security System needed to make a variety of 
changes, such as gradually increasing the retirement age 
of the working class, taxing the benefits of higher 
income retirees, and revising the method of increasing 
benefit checks, so that the system would not face 
74 
bankruptcy. As a result of many social programs being 
both cut and revised during the Reagan Administration, 
millions of America's poor suffered. Those who were 
receiving Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC), 
food stamps, low energy program assistance, and child 
72 
Pamela Fessier, "Soaring Health Care Costs for the 
Elderly: A Problem Growing Worse Every Year," 
Congressional Quarterly Weekly Report 31 (November 1981): 
p. 2338. 
73 
David Stockman, The Triumph of Politics : Why the 
Reagan Revolution Failed (New York: Harper and Row, 
1986), p. 401. 
74 
John A. Svahn and Mary Ross, "Social Security 
Amendments of 1983: Legislative History and Summary of 
Provisions," Social Security Bulletin 17 (July 1983): 
pp. 3-5. 
73 
nutrition benefits were among those who experienced the 
75 
deepest reductions. Nevertheless, The John Birch 
Society feels that America needs to revert to classical 
liberalism because the social welfare state seems to make 
people rely too much on the federal government. 
As stated earlier, elitism has been the belief of 
many, when discussing the organizational structure of the 
76 
John Birch Society. Charles H. Everett (a John Birch 
member however, disputes the notion that the JBS is an 
elitist organization. Everett stresses that even though 
The John Birch Society was never designed to recruit the 
masses: 
Our intention has always been to mobilize and 
energize a sufficient number of opinion molders in 
our communities. Opinion molders include those 
individuals (no matter what their economic level 
or vocation) who will carry our message to others. 
Once opinion molders understand what is going on, 
they will influence enough additional voters to 
77 
bring about the needed changes. 
Everett also pointed out how The John Birch Society a few 
years ago through the use of its opinion molders was able 
75 
John William Ellwood, ed., Reductions in U.S. 
Domestic Spending, (New Brunswick, New Jersey: 
Transaction Book, 1982), pp. 52-70. 
76 
Lipset, Sources of Radical Right, pp. 307-308. 
77 
Charles Everett, "Membership Development," The 
John Birch Society Builetin 342 (October 1987): p. 7. 
to influence the Los Angeles City Council to Favor the 
tough policy views of the Los Angeles Police Department 
over the desires of the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU). This effort by the Birchers included 13 separate 
distributions of different reprints to a large but very 
select group; over 100 Birchers took two days off their 
jobs and spent the entire time in the Council's chambers: 
78 
preparing written and verbal presentations. Thus, the 
Birchers were able to succeed in having the council go 
79 
along with the L.A. Police Department. 
National Public Relations Director John McManus of 
The John Birch Society, stressed that the true elites in 
America are those who are members of both The Council on 
Foreign Relations and The Trilateral Commission. McManua 
and his followers refer to such individuals as "The 
80 
Insiders." They are referred to as "Insiders" because 
only the rich and famous are able to become members of 
these two organizations. The Council On Foreign 
Relations was incorporated in 1921, and it is a private 
organization. Historian Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. has called 






John F. McManus, The Insiders, (Belmont, Mass: 
The John Birch Publishers, 1983), pp. 6-7. 
75 
81 
"the heart of the American Establishment." David 
Halbersram referred to the council as "the Establishment's 
82 
unofficial club. The purpose of the Council on Foreign 
Relations (according to many Birchers), is to create a one 
world government which would be controlled by them. 
Several Birchers came to this conclusion when Edward 
Mandell House (the CFR'S founder) stressed that he was 
working for a one world socialist regime as dreamed by 
8 3 
Karl Marx. Edward Mandell House had been the chief 
84 
adviser to President Woodrow Wilson. The relationship 
between Wilson and House was so close until Wilson made 
the following remarks: 
Mr. House is my second personality. He is my 
independent self. His thoughts and mine are one. 
If I were in his place I would do just as he 
8 5 suggested. 
According to one of House's biographers, Arthur D. Howden 
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Smith, House believed that the U.S. Constitution should be 
abolished and rewritten, but as a realist he knew that the 
86 
American people would not tolerate such an action. There 
are about 284 powerful U.S. government officials who are 
members of the Council of Foreign Relation, and it has 
been said that many of these CFR members are very instru- 
87 
mental in shaping U.S. foreign policy. Admiral Chester 
Ward, former Judge Advocate General Of the U.S. and 
former CFR member wrote: 
Once the ruling members of the CFR have decided 
that the U.S.. Government should adopt a 
particular policy, the very substantial research 
facilities of CFR are put to Work to develop 
arguments, intellectual and emotional, to support 
the new policy, and to confound and discredit, 
88 
intellectually and politically, any opposition. 
C. Wright Mills in The Power Elite points out that 
the elites are those persons who excise control over the 
political, economic, and social decisions in human 
institutions, and these individuals come from three areas: 
86 
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87 
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(1) Corporate Managers 
(2) High Ranking Military Officers 
89 
(3) Powerful Government Officials. 
Mills went On to say that: 
The elites are those who have the most of what 
there is to have, which is generally held to 
include money, power. and prestige - as well as 
all the ways to which these lead, but the elites 
are not simply those who have the most, for they 
could not "have the most" were it not for their 
90 position in great institutions. 
In 1973 the Trilaterialism Commission was founded by David 
Rockefeller, and Zbigniew Brzezinki, former security 
91 
advisor, to President Carter. Rockefeller explained 
that the "Trilateral Commission is a group of concerned 
citizens interested in having a greater understanding and 
92 
cooperation among international allies." However, some 
have claimed that the Trilateral Commission's purpose is 
to engineer an enduring partnership Among the ruling 
classes of North America, Western Europe, and Japan in 
order to safeguard the interests of Western Capitalism in 
89 




Perloff, p. 155. 
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David Rockefeller, "Foolish Attacks on False 
Issues," Wall Street Journal 30 April 1980, p. 26. 
78 
an explosive wolrd, and that the Commission's attempt has 
been to mold public policy and construct a framework for 
international stability in the decades to come. 
93 
"Trilaterialism" refers to the doctrine of world order. 
The Trilateral Commission dismisses criticism of its aims 
with these remarks: 
This cooperation does not involve setting up a 
supergovernment to run the advanced world: it 
means the developed regions coming closer together 
in joint programs and institutions to meet common 
needs. It does not envisage a new anti communist 
alliance: indeed at some point in the future the 
more advanced communist statas might choose to 
become partners. It does not foreshadow a rich 
94 
men's club. 
The assumption that the more advance communist states 
might choose to become part of the Trilateral Commission 
is why many Birchers believe that the organization is 
really nothing but a communist front in disguise. Members 
of the Society feel that the collapse of the United States 
was blue Printed by Lenin at the time of the Russian 
Revolution and that both The Council on Foreign Relations 
and the Trilateral Commission are the instruments to 
95 
carry out the allegedly communist take over. Whether 
93 
Holly Sklar (ed.), Trilaterialism: The 
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The John Birch Society is elites as some have claimed, or 
those who sit on the boards of both the CFR and Trilateral 
Commission are, as the Society has claimed, it appears 
that the elites are not concerned about a social change 
which would benefit the masses, and democracy is far from 
their minds as Alexis De Tochqueville points out: 
It sometimes happens in a nation where opinions 
are divided that the balance between parties 
breaks down and one of them acquires an 
irresistible preponderance. It breaks all 
obstacles, crushes its adversary, and exploits the 
whole of Society for its own benefit. But beneath 
this apparent unanimity deep divisions and real 
opposition still lie hidden. That is easy to see 
that the rich have a great distaste for their 
country's democratic institutions. The people are 
96 
a power whom they fear and scorn. 
Since many Birchers seem to glorify classical 







by the theory which they support. If one 
that classical liberalism is an elitist theory, 
John Birch Society may be guilty of being 
however, if classical liberalism is not per- 
be an elitist philosophy, then the assumptions 




As far as the Society's allegation that 
are members of the Council on Foreign 
the Trilateral Commission may be 
96 
Alexis De Tochqueville, Democracy in America (New 
York: Anchor, 1969), pp. 178-179. 
80 
the true elites: if individuals who are members of these 
organizations control the political, economic, and social 
institutions in this country, then by Mills definition 
with which the researcher agrees, then they certainly are 
97 
the elites. 
The Question of Race 
There are some who have claimed that The John Birch 
Society is a racist organization, and thus, have lumped it 
in the same category with such groups as the Klu Klux Klan 
which combines political extreminism with promoting racial 
and religious views. The Society similar to the Klan 
believes America has been and is being sold out from 
within the nation's Capital, but, the organizational 
theory of the JBS does not foster racial and religious 
98 
hate. 
The late Robert Welch, founder of The John Birch 
Society explained the organizational theory of the group 
declaring: 
During all these years we have sought to bring 
into the John Birch Society only men and women of 
qood character, humane consciences, and religious 
ideals. For we are striving to set an example, by 
dedication, integrity, and purpose - in word and 
deed - which our children's children may follow 
97 
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98 
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81 
without hesitation., Members of the Society are of 
all races, colors, and creed and the long range 
objective of the Society has been condensed into 
the slogan: less government, more responsibility, 
99 
and - with Gods' help - a better world. 
Thus, The John Birch Society claims that anyone can 
join its organization regardless of race, religion or sex. 
Then why have some claimed that the Society is racist? 
There seems to be two major reasons why the JBS has been 
viewed as a racist organization, and they are: 
1. The Societies's Anti Social Welfare State 
attitudes and actions. 
2. The Society being a stepping stone for many 
present day hate group leaders. 
When one picks up any form of literature published 
by The John Birch Society there are basically two themes 
one can observe, the Society's anti-communist beliefs, 
and its dislike for the Social welfare state. This is why 
The John Birch Society slogan is: Less government, more 
100 
responsibility, and with God's help a better world. 
In the United States the term welfare is commonly 
associated with food stamps, prolonged unemployment, 
severe depravation, and lazy people who lack the motiva¬ 
tion to work. Many Americans think of welfare as handouts 
99 




from the government. However, these images of welfare 
comprise only one segment of the welfare state. The 
Census Bureau defines the concept of social welfare as 
"all government programs directed specifically toward 
101 
promoting the well-being of individuals and families. 
With this definition the following are a part of the 
welfare state: 
(A) Social Security 
(B) Students Loans 
(C) Aid to Families with Dependent Children 
(D) Public Assistance programs in which need is the 
main basis for eligibility. 
102 
(E) Subsidies to corporations. 
Of course there are several other programs which are a 
part of the welfare state (such as Medicare and Medicaid) 
however these are a few which will give one a better 
understanding of what welfare is really all about. 
As stated earlier, the Social Welfare State began 
during the Great Depression when Franklin D. Roosevelt 
offered America a New Deal. The Social Welfare State is 
sometimes referred to as Modern Reform Liberalism or New 
Liberalism. This form of liberalism was intended to make 
America a more Democratic nation, and thus give others an 
101 
Bureau of the Census, Annual Report of the 
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opportunity to share the American Dream. Under the 
welfare state, America could become the true Democracy 
which it claims to be. Nevertheless, The John Birch 
Society feels that the Federal government has been wasting 
too much money on welfare and antipoverty programs which 
causes people to become lazy and too dependent on the 
104 
system. This is why The John Birch Society has fought 
against New Deal legislation as well as Lyndon B. 
105 
Johnson's Great Society programs. The late Larry 
McDonald expressed this in great detail declaring: 
We are opposed to collectivism as a political 
and economic system, even when it does not have 
the police state features of Communism. We are 
opposed to it no natter whether the collectivism 
be called socialiam or the welfare state or the 
New Deal or the Fair Deal or the New Frontier or 
advanced under some other semantic disguise. We 
believe the increasing size of government and 
increasing the centralization of government for 
106 
progress, are destroyers of personal freedom. 
The reason some feel that The John Birch Society is 
a racist organization is because many of the social 
programs which started under the New Deal were geared 
103 
Franklin, p. 390. 
104 





Congressional Record f Beliefs and Principles, 
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towards Afro-Americans, and other minorities. Lyndon B. 
Johnson's "Great Society War on Poverty" social programs 
were very beneficial for blacks as expressed by Barker and 
McCorry: 
A third factor in the politics of the 1960's was 
the creation of the "War on Poverty Programs." 
These government programs made their own 
contributions to the rise of black political 
activism by stimulating and supporting the 
organization of the urban poor. The war on 
poverty initiated within months after Lyndon 
Johnson became President, gave blacks 
unprecedented access to political officials and 
107 
other political resources. 
The John Birch Society is also known for trying to 
have Chief Justice Earl Warren of the Ü.S. Supreme Court 
impeached and this is another reason some have claimed 
108 
that the organization is racist. After all, the Warren 
Court took a pro-civil rights stance, and thus, was very 
109 
instrumental in protecting black rights. When one 
observes the JBS'S actions it seems that the organization 
is against any type of Social Change which would allow 
Afro-American and minorities to experience the American 
Dream. Robert Welch constantly emphasized that the Negro 
107 
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Civil Right Movement was a communist movement in 
110 
disguise. The Society over all has had a history of 
labelling any one as a Communist or traitor who has sought 
to help those individuals who have been deprived in the 
United States. From Franklin D. Roosevelt to Martin 
Luther King, Jr. The John Birch Society appears to be a 
foe of political and social progress for people of 
111 
color. 
As far as the Society's alleged connections with 
present day hate group leaders, The John Birch Society 
certainly did have such individuals in its organization. 
According to Bircher Steve Thomas "many hate group leaders 
such as Tom Metzger, and Willis Carto tried to use the JBS 
112 
as a means of preaching their racist views." Afro- 
American Bircher Raymond Evans Pierre stated that "when 
Robert Welch (the JBS founder) found out that Willis Carto 
and others, tried to use the Society as a front to push 
their racial views he (Welch) fired Willis Carto and his 
113 
followers and ordered them to leave the organization." 
110 
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111 
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113 
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The Birchers claim that if any of its members are 
racist, then they are asked to leave. Pierre stated that 
"No John Birch member is allowed to use the organization 
as a means of getting his or her racial hatred views 
across, and such men as Metzger, Carto, and others did not 
reveal their true motives while [being] affiliated with 
the Society, and when such individuals showed any hated 
towards nonwhite groups, they were forced out of the 
114 
organization." 
Howard Enrlich, researcher for the National 
Institute Against Prejudice and Violence located in 
Baltimore, stressed that charges against the Society of 
showing hatred toward minority groups have been hard to 
prove. He claimed The John Birch Society has worked 
closely with anti-Jewish groups, but pointed out that no 
115 
one has been able really "pin them down on prejudice." 
The Society claims that it is the Liberals, particularly 
those in the Democratic Party, who deliberately attempt to 
foster the belief that the Society is "racist" or "facist" 
or anti-semitic, and, thus, causing the public mind to 
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Klu Klux Klan, the Aryan Nations, and other extremists of 
116 
the Right. According to the late Robert Welch "The 
Society's approach to the problems of today is so 
different from the viewpoint of the Klans that we have 
never knowingly admitted a member of any Klan group into 
117 
the organization. 
Nevertheless, several Birchers are still leaving the 
Society and entering hate group organizations. Carto has 
drawn into his Liberty Lobby and Populist Orbit, John 
Birch members, and other sections of the far-right, who 
normally do not associate with neo-nazism, as well as Klan 
leaders such as Ralph Forbes, (member of The Knights of 
the Klu Klux Klan) and elements from the Posse Comitatus, 







Issue of Religion 
the purpose of this study the concept Religion 
defined as a unified system of beliefs and 
relative to sacred things which unites into one 
116 
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single community all those who adhere to those practices 
119 
and beliefs. When dealing with the subject of 
religion, The John Birch Society claims that any religious 
group can join its organization, however, members, and 
supporters of the JBS are more likely to be Christians 
120 
than members of other religious groups. This is due to 
the notion that the John Birch Society and its allies 
believe that America was founded on Christian values. 
A few of those who agree with this notion are 
Phyllis Schlafly, (the anti-Equal Riqhts Amendment 
Advocate), who has become the symbol of right-wing menace 
to progressives, especially feminists, who see her as a 
misleader and a dangerous reactionary; and Jerry Falwell, 
one of the leaders of the New Right coalition, and former 
leader of a conservative organization known as the Moral 
121 
Majority. Falwell, Birchers, and others on the Riqht 
claim to believe in the Christian Bill Of Rights which is 
outlined below: 
Amendment I: We believe that, from time of 
conception within the womb, every human being has 
a scriptural right to life upon this earth: 
119 
Popenoe, p. 403. 
120 
Welch, What Is The Society, p. 4. 
121 
Jean Hardisty, "Family Issues and the Right," 
SHMATE, 8 (Summer 1985): pp. 33-35. 
89 
Amendment II: We believe that every person 
has the right to pursue any and all scriptural 
goals that he or she feels are God-directed during 
his/her life upon earth: 
Amendment III: We believe that, apart from 
justified capital punishment, no medical or judi¬ 
cial process should be introduced that would allow 
the termination of life before its natural or 
accidental completion: 
Amendment IV: We believe that no traitorous 
verbal or written attack upon this beloved nation 
advocating overthrow by force be permitted by any 
citizen or alien living within this country: 
Amendment V: We believe that all students 
enrolled in public schools should have the right 
to voluntary prayer and Bible reading: 
Amendment VI: We believe in the right and 
responsibility to establish and administer 
private Christian schools without harrassment from 
local, state, or federal officials: 
Amendment VII: We believe in the right to 
expect our national leaders to keep this country 
morally and military strong, so that religious 
freedom and Gospel preaching might continue 
unhindered: 
Amendment VIII: We believe in the right to 
receive moral support from all local, state, and 
federal agencies concerning the traditional family 
unit, a concept that enjoys both scriptural and 
historical precedence: 
Amendment IX: We believe in the right of 
legally approved religious organizations to 
maintain their tax-exempt status, this right being 
based upon the historical and scriptural concept 
122 
of Church and state separation. 
These nine Christian beliefs are the backbone of the 




John Birch Society believe in the same Christian 
123 
principles as the New Right." Thus, one can clearly 
see why members and supporters of The John Birch Society 
are more likely to be a part of the Christian faith than a 
part of other religious faiths such as Islam, Hinduism, 
124 
Buddhism, or any other non Christian beliefs. But of 
course, to many classical liberalists there has always 
been a relationship between man and God. 
Summary 
The finding of this chapter is that the political 
and social philosophy of The John Birch Society seems to 
be that of classical liberalism. The John Birch Society 
believes in a limited amount of government, and that the 
individual should be free to develop on his own merit. 
The belief in individualism and a limited amount of 
125 
government forms the core of classical liberalism. 
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Anti-Communism is another ideological belief of The 
126 
John Birch Society. The Society feels that the United 
States is selling out to the communist bloc, and this 
127 
principle is referred to as the Conspiracy Theory. 
This is why the JBS, and its local chapters across the 
U.S. have become a vanguard of the American movement 
128 
against communism and a one world government. 
The John Birch Society seeks to influence public 
policy by exposing the voting records of politicians, 
particularly on Capitol Hill. Other efforts made by The 
John Birch Society include lobbying in Congress, getting 
registered voters to sign petitions in order to influence 
a legislators vote, initiate letter-writing, and petition 
129 
campaigns to public officials and legislators. The JBS 
is against public policies that reguire the government to 
126 
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92 
become involved in the economic sector. Such programs as 
Aid to Families with Dependent children (AFDC), Food 
Stamps, Medicare and Medicaid, and Social Security, should 
130 
(according to The Society) be abolished. 
The other major intent of this chapter was to 
examine The John Birch Society ideological views in 
relation to the subjects of race and religion. 
The John Birch organizational theory does not foster 
131 
racial hatred. However, the findings in this chapter 
show that the JBS has a tendency to denounce those 
government policies which seem to benefit the less 
privileged groups in the United States. Such programs as 
the New Deal, "The Great Society War on Poverty" and the 
Civil Rights Movement, have all been labelled as communist 
132 
by The John Birch Society. The Society also has a 
history of labelling anyone a communist or traitor who has 
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Finally, The John Birch Society claims that their 
religious philosophy is that of the Judeo-Christian 
134 
beliefs. This chapter shows that members of The John 
Birch Society are more likely to be Christians than 
members of other backgrounds. The Judeo-Christian beliefs 
as stressed by many Birchers, is the cornerstone of 
135 
Western civilization. 
Chapter III will attempt to investigate those 
factors which caused the rise of The John Birch Society on 
the Ü.S. political and social scene; in the 50's, 60's and 
70 1 s. 
134 




THE RISE OF THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
The objective of this chapter is to expolore those 
factors which have contributed to the rise of The John 
Birch Society in American politics during the decades of 
the 50's, 60', and 70's. 
These factors are: 
(1) The Cold War 
(2) A white backlash in response to the Civil 
Rights Movements 
(3) The Media 
(4) The Society's charismatic leaders. 
Each of these shall be examined. 
The Cold War 
Soon after World War II, a conflict between the 
United States and Soviet Union developed. This conflict 
has been known as the Cold War. The start of the Cold War 
may be formally dated from the U.S. decision to stop 
Soviet expansion and the Soviets decision to meet this 
challenge. The term Cold War became current in 1947 to 
identify the power contest between the United States and 
Soviet Union, sometimes referred to as the two 
superpowers. As tensions between the superpowers 
exacerbated, feelings of embitterment began reaching their 
94 
95 
peak. This was clearly stressed in a top-secret report to 
President Eisenhower in 1954: 
It is now clear that we are facing an implacable 
enemy whose avowed objective is world domination 
by whatever means at whatever cost. Hitherto 
acceptable norms of human conduct do not apply. 
If the U.S. is to survive, long-standing American 
concepts of 'fair play' must be reconsidered. We 
must develop effective espionage and 
counterespionage services. We must learn to sub¬ 
vert, sabotage and destroy our enemies by more 
clever, more sophisticated and more effective 
methods than those used against us. It may become 
necessary that the American people will be made 
acquainted with, understand and support this 
1 
fundamentally repugnant philosophy. 
Even though the Cold War emerged after World War II, 
its roots go back to 1917, when the Bolsheviks seized 
power in Russia. These Russian Marxists put fear in the 
hearts of many Americans as well as other Western 
governments. However, the Soviets were not the only 
Communists who caused concern for the United States. Just 
as threatening to some was The People's Republic of China 
2 
(Red China). During the Cold War, Republicans and 
Democrats alike worried that from China an evil ideology 
3 
would flow like a contagious lava across the Far East. 
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Members of both political parties generally agreed that 
the U.S. foreign policy had to be anti-communist. The 
Cold War was a major factor for the proliferation of The 
John Birch Society on the U.S. political and social scene 
in the 50's, 60's, and 70's. 
The John Birch Society as well as other far right 
groups were able to gain leverage during the Cold War 
period because there was a serious communist scare in the 
United States. Politicians depicted a kind of global 
superbowl of ideological conflict between the free 
Christian world against the godless, Marxists in the 
Kremlin. It was a battle between "Jesus Christ and the 
hammer and sickle," summed up Representative Mendel 
Rivers, Chairperson of the House Armed Services Committee 
4 
from 1965 to 1971. 
The race to appear more anti-communist than the next 
politician helped make many political careers. Senator 
Joseph McCarthy, a Wisconsin Republican for example, made 
a name for himself primarily by leading the anti Communist 
5 
crusade. McCarthy, in the 50's accused over two hundred 
people in the U.S. State Department of being Communists, 
and his hunt for subversives in and outside the government 
4 
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(October 1970): p. 171. 
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xvi i. 
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became a regular feature of political life for several 
6 
years. McCarthyism during the Cold War era helped The 
John Birch Society to develop its conspiracy theory which 
is the notion that there is a plot in Washington to sell 
7 
out American to the Communist. With the 
reaching its peak in the 50's, 60's, and 70's, 
Birch Society was able to gain a great deal of 
among those who feared the threat of Communism. 
War was the first major factor for the rise of 





the JBS in 
A Response to the Civil Rights Movement 
When Robert Welch started The John Birch Society on 
December 9, 1958, there was a shift in American politics 
to include certain groups in the democratic process. 
Chief Justice Earl Warren had just made a decision which 
affected the lives of many by striking down the separate 
but equal doctrine which was established in the U.S. 
8 
Supreme Court Case, Plessy v. Ferguson. This shift on 
the American political scene was known by many as the 
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time in which blacks, Hispanics and other minorities 
wanted America to hear their cry for political, economic 
and social resources, shared by those in the dominant 
9 
culture. As a result of the movement, Milton Morris 
tells us that federalism has been affected in at least 
three ways: 
First, the national government had been forced to 
play a larger role in protecting citizens in the 
exercise of constitutionally guaranteed rights 
denied by local law enforcement officials, second, 
a series of Supreme court decisions highlighted by 
Brown vs. Board of Education (1954) considerably 
reduced the freedom of states to enact 
discriminatory laws and required compliance with 
nationally stated policies of nondiscrimination, 
and thirdly, legislative responses to black 
demand, particularly the 1964 Civil Rights and 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 had extended the powers 
of the federal government into areas once reserved 
almost exclusively to the states. Under the 
pressures of black political activism, the 
Fourteenth Amendment and other portions of the 
constitution like the Commerce Clause have been 
extensively developed and broadened to enhance the 
national governmental powers vis-a-vis the 
10 
states. 
Many whites saw the Civil Rights Movement as a 
threat to their own status, and, therefore, resented the 
national government for protecting black and other 
minority rights. However, Winthrop Jordan pointed out a 
couple of decades ago that white America had always had a 
9 
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tendency to fear any type of progress made by blacks, not 
11 
only in the United States, but around the world as well. 
White fear of black progress in the 1960's created an 
atmosphere for The John Birch Society and other radical 
right groups. Robert Welch, the John Birch leader, felt 
the Negro civil Rights Movement was a Communist Movement 
in disguise, and thus, lead the radical right in fighting 
12 
against the Civil Rights Movement as a whole. However, 
The John Birch Society was not the only group which 
possessed such an attitude toward the movement. In 1968, 
conservative anti-civil rights forces coalesced in George 
Wallace's American Independent Party. It was by far the 
most successful third party effort in American history. 
Wallace was able to attract almost 10 million popular 
votes and 46 of the 538 electoral college votes. Wallace 
was able to gain such popularity because he was able to 
play on the fears of White American as emphasized by 
Morris: 
Although a relative successful governor in his 
state, Wallace's national popularity rests 
primarily on a flagrant defiance of the law in his 
effort to prevent a black student form registering 
at the University of Alabama and his skill in 
11 
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capitalizing on white fears by resurrecting racism 
as a "respectable" theme in American national 
13 
politics. 
The fears of White Americans during the Civil Rights era 
was a second contributing factor which caused The John 
Birch Society to gain momentum on the U.S. political and 
social scene, in the 50's, 60's, and 70's. 
The Media 
Some commentators argue that the power of the press 
has been vastly overstated, however, there are others who 
feel that the media is far more powerful than many would 
like to believe. To these individuals the media is an 
14 
integral part of the daily functions of government. 
When television and newspapers highlight events and 
conditions, government officials and other politicians 
will frequently regard them as important too. The 
objective is to generate widespread feeling that new 
policies are needed to cope with a recently "discovered" 
15 
problem. The media was a third major factor which 
13 
Morris, pp. 59-60. 
14 
Michael A. Ledeen, "Learning to Say "No" to the 
Press," Public Interest, (Fall 1983): p. 117. 
Fay Lomax Cook, "Media and Agenda Setting: 
Efffects on the Public Interest Group, Policy Makers, and 
Policy" Public Opinion Quarterly 47 (Summer 1983): pp. 32- 
33. 
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contributed to the popularity of The John Birch Society. 
Three elements conjoined to attract media attention to the 
radical right (Chapter One). First was the spread of 
anti-Communist "schools" by preachers who adopted old 
revivalist techniques to a modern idiom; secondly, there 
was the disclosure of the extreme fanatic groups, such as 
the Minutemen, and thirdly, the disclosure of the 
existence of The John Birch Society, lead by its founder 
16 
Robert Welch. Just as the media was very instrumental 
in the Civil Rights Movement, it also played a major role 
in exposing anti-Civil Rights groups such as The John 
Birch Society. According to Bircher Steve Thomas, "the 
media had directed a negative campaign against The Society 
17 
in order to downplay the organization's true beliefs." 
Even though the media's attention on The Society may have 
been to establish an assault on the organization, the 
results in many cases turned out to be positive as 
expressed by Perloff: 
The stereotype assigned to Birchers was that of 
people looking under their bed for Communists. 
Although the stereotype was established with fair 
success, the media assault, on the whole, 
16 
Bell, pp. 4-5. 
17 
Thomas, lecture, 24 April 1989. 
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backfired. All the publicity helped the Society 
to grow. The approach in more recent years has 
18 
been to give it the "silent treatment." 
If the media had not given so much attention to The John 
Birch Society during the 60's, it probably would have, for 
the most part, gone unnoticed. Table 3 helps to further 
illustrate this. 
Table 3 is an illustration of the media attention 
that The John Birch Society received from The New York 
Times. In the 1960's the JBS received its greates amount 
of publicity from The Times. For example, in 1961, The 
New York Times published 139 articles dealing with the 
Society. The next largest amount of articles published by 
The Times came in 1964 which was an accumulative of 81. 
The total amount of JBS reports published by The New York 
Times in the 60's was approximately 517. Table 3 is very 
essential to this study because it exemplifies how the 
media played a vital role in bringing the Society into 
America's spotlight. 
18 
Perloff, p. 217. 
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TABLE 3 
THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY AND THE RISE 
OF ATTENTION 
V = Volume P = Page of New York Times Index 
1958 Articles 0 V. 46 pp. 124-125 
1959 Articles 0 V. 47 pp. 123 
1960 Articles 0 V. 48 P- 132 
1961 Articles 139 V. 49 pp. 134-135 
1962 Articles 12 V. 50 pp. 134-135 
1963 Articles 53 V. 51 P. 100 
1964 Articles 81 V. 52 P- 104 
1965 Articles 52 V. 53 P* 112 
1966 Articles 73 V. 54 pp. 138-139 
1967 Articles 35 V. 55 P- 133 
1968 Articles 14 V. 56 P- 126 
1969 Articles 23 V. 57 P- 172 
TOTAL 517 ARTICLES 
Source: New York Times Index, New York: New York 
Company, Volumes 46-57. 
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The Society Leadership 
The John Birch Society has been known for some if 
its charismatic leaders such as its founder Robert Welch 
and former congressman Larry McDonald. These two men, 
among others, were especially instrumental in bringing The 
Society to national prominence, and is the fourth factor 
why the organization gained so much attention during the 
past two decades. 
Under the leadership of Robert Welch, The John Birch 
Society had a nation-wide paid staff of organizers and 
public relations men, a membership active and activated, a 
permanent recruiting program, a tightly controlled and 
generally, efficient centralized direction and a financial 
base which enabled it to maintain its nation-wide 
19 
organizational structure. (Let it be said that The JBS 
still has a similar apparatus today, however, the organi¬ 
zation is under new leadership which will be discussed in 
Chapter V). The John Birch Society under Welch's leader¬ 
ship had ten of thousands of enthusiastic members 
20 
organized into chapters throughout the country. Birch 
membership in 1962 was estimated to be approximately 
sixty-thousand with its strongest geographical location in 
19 
Epstein and Forster, The Radical Right, pp. 87-88. 
20 
Perloff, p. 216 
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21 
areas such as Los Angeles, Houston, Boston and Nashville. 
Welch, the JBS founder and the manufacturer, and creator of 
the "Sugar Daddy" sucker had the ability to persuade 
thousands to believe in the Birch philosophy. However, as 
the years passed by, Welch became ill after having a 
stroke and died on January 6, 1985. 
Larry McDonald was another John Birch leader who was 
very instrumental in bringing the Society to the 
forefront. Dr. Larry McDonald was a surgeon and a 
22 
congressman from Georgia. McDonald mad several anti¬ 
communist speeches before the U.S. Congress, and as a 
member of the House Armed Services Committee, he attempted 
to expose the so-called evils of Communism. McDonald 
opposed any type of U.S. aid to Communist countries and he 
totally disagreed with New Liberalism (the Social Welfare 
23 
State). On September 1, 1983, Larry McDonald was killed 
along with 268 others by the Soviets while aboard a Korean 
airliner. As a result of McDonald's death, The John Birch 
Society has developed the "Larry McDonald Crusade To Stop 
Financing Communism" These committees are organized 
around the country, and they prepare educational bulletins 
21 
Thomas, lecture, 24 April 1989. 
22 
Tom Tiede, "Is The John Birch Society Tottering?," 
Knoxville (Tenn.) New Sentinel, 23 July 1983, p. 5A. 
23 
Allen, p. 9. 
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with information on a variety of subjects such as the 
issue of aid and trade. At the back page of each bulletin 
is the voting record of U.S. elected officials which have 
a direct effect on some of the most important issues 
24 
concerning the communist world. 
Summa ry 
The findings of this chapter is that there were four 
major factors which caused The John Birch Society to 
become very noticeable on the American political and 
social scene in the 50's, 60's, and 70's. First, the Cold 
War which brought on hostility between the two 
superpowers, the United States and the Soviet Union gave 
way to The John Birch Society and its allies by creating 
an anti-communist attitude across America. Thus, the JBS 
and its supporters were able to capitalize off those who 
feared a Communist world takeover. Second, there was a 
white backlash in response to the Civil Rights Movement of 
the 50's, 60's, and 70's. Due to the fear of white 
America, The John Birch Society as well as a few other 
radical right groups was able to have effective recruiting 
programs, and, thus, have larger numbers within their 
25 




Warren P. Mass, "Stop Helping Communism!," New 
Arnerican, 29 August 1988, p. 18. 
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bringing The John Birch Society into 
spotlight. Even though the media may 
display The JBS as evildoers, overall 
organization to become popular in the 
the American 
have tried to 
it helped the 
conservative 
26 
communities across America. Finally, The John Birch 
Society has been known for its charismatic leadership. 
Robert Welch (the JBS founder), and Larry McDonald were 
very influential in the growth of the Society. Larry 
McDonald, was also instrumental in having The John Birch 
political and social philosophy heard before the Ü.S. 
Congress declaring that "The John Birch Society had the 
27 
finest body of men and women in the world today." 
In the 80's The John Birch Society appears to no 
longer have the clout that it once possessed two decades 
ago. Chapter IV hopes to examine those factors which have 
contributed to the decline of the Society in recent years. 
26 
Morris, pp. 59-60. 
27 
Perloff, p. 217. 
CHAPTER IV 
THE DECLINE OF THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
This chapter proposes to identify those factors 
which caused The John Birch Society to decline in 
importance on the U.S. political and social arena. 
There appears to have been five major factors which 
influenced the decline of the Society in the American 
political and social process. They are the following: 
(1) The decline of the Cold War 
(2) The New Right 
(3) The Radical Hate Right 
(4) The Supreme Court Case Gertz v. Welch (1974) 
(5) The death of the Society's charismatic leaders. 
Each of these shall be explored. 
The Decline of the Cold War 
In the late 1960's and early 70's the Cold War 
1 
period was on the decline. The process of easing 
tensions moved forward, as U.S. and Soviet leaders entered 
a relationship known as detente. The purpose of detente 
2 
was to ease tensions between the two superpowers. This 
would be based on two assessments. First, even though 
1 
Joan Spero, The Politics of International Economic 





superpower competition will persist, the threat of a 
nuclear holocaust made cooperation imperative. Second, 
even though the two superpowers will continue in an 
adversary relationship, they had to seek an established 
environment in which they could regulate and restrain 
their differences. Detente was the environment to achieve 
3 
such a task. 
Over the years the U.S. and Soviet Union hammered 
out a series of agreements that comprised the heart of 
Detente. The agreements covered issues ranging from the 
control of nuclear weapons to forms of technical 
cooperation. In May 1972 for example, President Nixon 
traveled to the Soviet Union for a summit meeting with 
4 
Chairman Brezhnev. At this summit both leaders signed 
the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) agreement. In 
that same year the Nixon administration took another major 
U.S. step to economic and political detente by selling 
5 
grain to the Soviet Union. Other efforts by the U.S. and 
Soviets to ease tension included the Helsinki Accords of 
1975 in which the East and West endorsed a human rights 
3 
U.S. Department of State, The Bulletin, 71 (October 
1974): p. 508. 
4 




policy for all citizens around the world, and in 1978 the 
Carter Administration concluded an arms control agreement 
known as SALT II. However, it was never ratified due to 
the increased tension brought on by the Soviet's invasion 
6 
of Afghanistan. 
Nevertheless with efforts made by the U.S. and Soviet 
to ease tensions, the Cold War was on the decline. Thus, 
The John Birch Society and other Racial Right groups could 
no longer use the Communist scare to win members into 
their ranks. 
The New Right 
In the 80 's, a new social phenomenon has crept onto 
the American political scene. This new phenomenon i has 
been referred to as, the New Right. The New Right 
believes in the same basic principles as The John Birch 
Society, and other radical right groups of the 50's, 60's, 
7 
and 70'S. They refer to themselves as "New" because 
they have been on the U.S. political and social spectrum 
for only about a decade now. The New Right is a spin off 
of the old radical right. Richard Viguerie, a leading 
6 
John G. Stoessinger, The Might of Nations, (New 
York: Random House, 1986), p. 380. 
7 
Thomas, lecture, 24 April 1989. 
Ill 
voice of the New Right proposes that the most powerful 
institutions such as the federal government, major 
corporations, large unions, the media, and the educational 
8 
system are under the control of liberal elites. These 
liberal elites according to Mr. Vigueria, believe: 
that people in general are not smart enough to 
manage their own affairs and, therefore, feel that 
the government should select intelligent, 
qualified persons to run society-preferably those 
with special credentials from Eastern established 
. . . Q institutions. 
The New Right has gained much attention from 
America's major political and social institutions and 
therefore, have overshadowed old radical right groups such 
10 
as The John Birch Society. The New Right, is a factor 
which has caused the JBS to decline. 
When observing the New Right one can see that its 
ranks include Christian fundamentalists, anti¬ 
abortionists, anti-gun control forces, advocates of 
school prayer, and those who would like to return to the 
so called good old days. Viguerie uses the term "New 
Right" to speak of those moral citizens who are sick and 
8 
Richard Viguerie, The Establishment vs. the People 
Is a New Populist Revolt on the Way? (Chicago: Regnery 






tired of high taxes and constant inflation.il The New 
Right believes that the major institutions of contemporary 
America, such as the media, the bureaucracy, the unions, 
12 
and corporations should not be defended but exposed. 
According to New Right leaders, these institutions should 
be exposed for their support of abortion, gay rights, sex 
and violence on television and the decline of morality in 
13 
the United States. This political strategy of New 
Right leaders such as Jerry Falwell, is to gain control 
of the three branches of government as a means of 
transforming these institutions. The New Right movement 
goes beyond traditional conservatism, because unlike the 
conservatives, the New Right does not defend the 
establishment. As one New Right leader puts it: 
We are radicals who want to change the existing 
power structure. We are not conservatives in the 
sense that conservative means accepting the status 
11 
Richard A. Viguerie, The New Right: We're Ready 
to Lead, (Fall Church, Va: Viguerie Publishers, 1981), 
p. 2. 
12 
Samuel T. Francis, "Message from Mars: The Social 
Politics of the New Right" in The New Rights Papers (New 
York: St. Martin Press, 1982), p. 80. 
13 
Viguerie, The New Right, p. 2. 
14 
Ibid., p. 56. 
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Similar to The John Birch Society, the New Right is 
against communism, social programs, big government, and 
other elements which started during the New Deal era, and 
government, but also in America's educational 
institutions. For example, the New Right goes through the 
public schools pushing for Christian values such, as 
15 
creation over evolution, and limited sex education. The 
building of new political power coalitions between 
existing religious groups and churches seems to be the 
16 
central thrust of the New Right Movement. However, 
according to Johnston, this base of support for the New 
Right is not a broad spectrum of religious groups: 
but is actually composed of a rather narrow 
segment of Christians that are primarily funda 
mentalists. The Christian Moral Majority is 
strongest among ministers from farm backgrounds 
and weakest among ministers from professional 
17 
homes. 
Unlike basic principles of modern conservatism which 
believe that ethics can be established without Christian 
15 
Chris Pipho, "Scientific Creation: A Case Study" 
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beliefs, the New Right feels that God is essential in 
18 
every aspect of life. This view is held also by those 
who believe in the liberal creed of two hundred years ago. 
According to New Right leadership, many of the Social ills 
facing America such as abortion, income tax cheating, 
adultery, excessive personal and government debts are due 
19 
to liberal policies which lack Christian belief. Just 
as there were scholars and intellectuals in the 50's, 
60's, and 70'S who were opponents of The JBS and the 
radical right, there are also those who oppose the New 
Right in the 80's, Pamela Johnston describes four models 
which explain the New Right Wing phenomenon. First, is 
the psychological theory, which stresses that right wing 
extremist groups reflect an authoritarian personality; 
second, the mass society theory of alienation, holds that 
right-wing groups are alienated because of their 
principles and beliefs; thirdly, the status politics 
model, stresses that groups such as the New Right are 
dissatisfied with their position in the American political 
economic and social structure; and fourth, the symbolic 
politics model emphasizes that right-wing groups feel 
that they must protect their life-styles, because they see 
18 
Anthony Flew "Is God Essential to Conservatism?," 
Policy Reviews 5 (Summer 1983): pp. 81-84. 
19 
Viguerie (1981), The New Right, p. 2. 
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their life-styles being threatened by others who desire 
20 
the so-called American Dream. The symbolic politics 
model is the reason many individuals join right-wing 
21 
groups. 
Some have claimed, that even though the New Right 
may be visible on the U.S. political scene, their support 
22 
is very narrow. The New Right (sometimes referred to as 
the Moral Majority), has failed to attract a wide 
following not only among the general population, but also 
23 
among other Christian groups as well. This also was the 
case among the Old Christian right-wing advocates or three 
decades ago. The support base for the Old Christian right 
was not a broad panorama of religious groups, but was 
actually composed of a rather narrow segment which reached 
20 
Pamela Conover, "The Mobilization of the New 
Right: A Test of Various Explanations," Western Political 
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its peak of popularity during the Barry Goldwater 
24 
campaign. The old Christian Right just as the New Right 
today came out of the conservative wing of the Republican 
25 
party. 
The New Right are those who believe in the same 
political and social philosophy as the John Birch Society 
and the old radical right, and there seems not to be any 
major differences between the two. New Right leaders such 
as Richard Viguerie and Howard Phillips, founders of the 
Conservative Caucus, and Jerry Falwell and Phyllis 
Schlafly, have become popular on the U.S. political scene. 
As a result of the New Right and its leadership, it has 
eclipse The John Birch Society has eclisped as the leading 
Right group. The New Right is definitely a contributing 
factor in the decline of the JBS in the political and 
social arena. It is not so much that the New Right is 
providing something major which the JBS lacks but it is 
the mere fact that The John Birch Society now shares the 
spotlight with the New Right, and, thus, no longer 
receives the full attention that it once did from 
America's major political and social institutions. Also, 
24 
Clyde Wilcox "Popular Backing for the Old 
Christian Right: Explaining Support for the Christian 
Right Explaining Support for the Christian Anti-Communism 





the New Right, unlike The John Birch Society, has been 
able to draw a larger spectrum of the American audience. 
(particularly the white middle class) because it is not 
perceived by the white middle class as being a fanatical 
anti communist group as was the case with the JBS. This 
is do to its charismatic leaders such as Falwell, 
Schlafly, Viguerie and others who have been able to 
project Christian principles into its New Right 
26 
philosophy. 
The Radical Hate Right 
Preaching and practicing hate is the ideological 
beliefs of several groups in America's Society today. 
Such organizations as white American Resistance, The 
Liberty Lobby, and The Invisible Empire are known for 
their blatant racists philosophy. These groups have 
increased dramatically in the 80's and they are referred 
27 
to as the Radical Hate Right (Chapter I). The Radical 
Hate Right are those groups which publicly denounce Afro- 
28 
Americans, Jews, Hispanics, Feminists and homosexuals. 
26 
Viguerie, The New Right, p. 2. 
27 
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An example of this is illustrated in Figures 8 and 9. 
In Figure 8 the radical hate right shows its strong 
dislike for homosexuals. When one observes Figure 8, one 
will notice how the Klan plays on the fears of others by 
portraying homosexuals as child molesters, and therefore, 
should be sent to the gas chambers. This type of 
literature causes many to view homosexuals as less than 
human, and therefore, gives others a justifiable reason to 
make violent attacks on the gay community. In Figure 9, 
the hate right hopes that Afro-Americans will die from 
sickle cell anemia. This T-shirt was worn by teenagers in 
Cedartown, Georgia in 1984. It is the hope of white 
supremacists that blacks should die from this deadly 
disease. Both Figures 8 and 9 are significant because 
they are a prime example of hate politics in America. 
The Radical Hate Right are those groups which 
believe in White Supremacy and they preach and teach a 
29 
racist philosophy. However, before going any farther. 
I think it would be wise for the researcher to define the 
concepts "Hate" and "racist." According to Thorndike and 
Barnhart, hate is defined as a "strong dislike for someone 
29 
Ibid 
I WANT Ouefr 
SAS HOMOSEXUALS 
Figure 8. Ku. Klu:: Klan poster on honesexuals. 
source. National Anti-man, Bo:: 10500, Atlanta, GA 30310 
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T-shirt worn by teenagers from Cedartown, 
GA 1984 
Figure 9. T-Shirt *.Torn by teenagers fror. Cedarto-m, GA. 
Source: National Anti-Klan 3ox 10500 Atlanta GA 30310. 
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of something, and it often implies the desire to hurt or 
30 
harm." "A racist is a person who believes in, supports 
or practices racism." Therefore, racism "is a belief that 
a particular race, especially one's own, is superior to 
other races, and thus, causes those who feel that their 
race is superior, to discriminate against other races 
31 
based on this belief. (See Figures 8 and 9). 
The Radical Hate Right has gained a great deal of 
attention from America's major institutions, and therefore 
has over shadowed The John Birch Society. For, example, 
the media which gave The John Birch Society a great deal 
of attention in the 60's and 70's shifted that attention 
to the Radical Hate Right of the 80's, and thus, has given 
32 
the JBS less coverage. This is further illustrated in 
Table 4. 
Table 4 is an illustration of the media attention 
that The John Birch Society received from The New York 
Times. In the 1970's the JBS still received some 
publicity from The New York Times. The Times published 
about 1_9 articles which dealt with the Society. However, 
30 
E. L. Thorndike and Clarence L. Barnhart, 
Thorndike/Barnhart Advanced Dictionary, (New York: 
Doubleday and Company, 1974), p. 465. 
31 
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one can see that this is a drastic change from the amount 
of media attention that The JBS received in the 60's. If 
one were to go back and observe Table 3 in Chapter III, 
one would notice that the JBS had approximately 517 
articles published by The Times compared to 7_9 articles 
published in the 70's. Finally in the 80's The John Birch 
Society had only a total of IJ3 reports published by The 
New York Times. This decline of the JBS in the media is 
due to the uprise of the Radical Hate Right on America's 
political and social scene. Table 4 is very essential to 
this study because it exemplifies the decline of The John 
Birch Society in the media due to other radical right 
groups. 
The reason for the media shift, is the overt racist 
actions of the Radical Hate Right which in turn gives the 
impression that the JBS is moderate. The Radical Hate 
Right has been very instrumental in overshadowing the 
decline of the JBS in American politics. 
The Liberty Lobby is a Radical Hate Right group, and 
it was started by Willis Carto, who is presently the 
editor of the newspaper The Spotlight, an anti-semitic and 













THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY AND THE DECLINE 
OF MEDIA ATTENTION 
V = Volume : of New York Times Index 
p = Page Number of New York Times Index 
Articles 18 V. 58 P- 198 
Articles 9 V. 59 P* 165 
Articles 16 V. 60 P- 220 
Articles 4 V. 61 P- 247 
Articles 7 V. 62 P- 231 
Articles 9 V. 63 P- 232 
Articles 7 V. 64 P- 175 
Articles 4 V. 65 P. 146 
Articles 5 V. 66 P- 110 
Articles 0 V. 67 P- 152 
Total Articles in the 70's 79 
124 
TABLE 4 - Continued 
V = Volume of New York Times Index 
p = Page Number of New York Times Index 
1980 Articles 6 V. 68 P- 160 
1981 Articles 1 V. 69 p. 131 
1982 Articles 1 V. 70 p. 117 
1983 Articles 2 V. 71 p. 169 
1984 Articles 0 V. 72 p. 159 
1985 Articles 3 V. 73 p- 177 
1986 Articles 2 V. 74 p- 192 
1987 Ar tides 1 V. 75 p. 171 
1988 Articles 0 V. 76 p- 174 
1989 Articles 2 V. 77 p. 171 





 s 18 
Source: New York Times Index, New York: New 
Company, Volumes 58-77. 
York 
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circulation in excess of 300,000 and a readership of one 
33 
million. Carto, who was also a Nazi is currently 
working with an organization which refers to itself as The 
Populist Party. However, this party is really not popu¬ 
list at all as declared by Zeskind: 
For the first time in recent U.S. history 
organized racists and anti-semitics are mounting a 
serious national effort to build a potentially 
widespread political third party. The party 
claims to be the modern reincarnation of William 
Jennings Bryan's Populist Party, and the hate 
groups who are deeply involved in it include the 
Klu Klux Klan, the Posse Comitatus and the 
34 
National States Rights Party. 
According to Zeskind, Carto is also a former John Bircher. 
Tom Metzqer, who is currently, a prominent Klan 
leader of the radical hate group White American 
Resistance, was also a member of The John Birch Society. 
According to Lenora Williams, Executive Director of The 
Center for Democratic Renewal (a Klan watch organization), 
"Tom Metzger, had been a John Bircher for a long period of 
time, however, his reason for leaving the organization is 
35 
still unknown to many." Another Radical Hate Right 
33 
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Lenora Williams, interview by author, 
recording, Atlanta, Georgia, 10 March 1988. 
Taper 
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leader is retired Col. Jack Mohr, who serves as leader of 
the Christian Patriots Defense League. This organization 
has an annual convention for various members of the Klan 
and neo-Nazis. Mohr is also a key speaker on the 
Christian Identity circuit. Christian Identity is a 
theology which teaches that Jews are children of the devil 
and blacks are "pre-Adamic," in other words God made some 
36 
mistakes until He created the perfect white Adam. 
Therefore, the notion that the Jews are God's chosen 
people is absurd to many hate group leaders, such as 
Robert Weems, a Spotlight staff member, who spoke at a 
National States Right Party Convention along with J.B. 
Stoner. The NSRP article stated: 
No one realized he (Weems) was such a great 
speaker until he launched into a talk about the 
Big Lie of the Jews that they are 'God's chosen 
people.' He described in easy to understand 
terms, how Christians are held in mental bondage 
to Jews by preachers who seek to brainwash their 
congregations into believing we should worship 
37 
Jews because they are chosen. 
The hate right groups just mentioned, are only a few 
of the hundreds of hate groups in America today. As times 
get economically harder in America, such groups and 
36 
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37 
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organizations will be on the increase in the 1990's. 
After all, history shows that when there is economic 
deprivation in a society it opens up the door for 
demagogues to rise to power, as was the case with Adolph 
Hitler of Germany, Benito Mussolini of Italy, and Hideki 
38 
Tojo of Japan. Thus, due to the recession, and the cut 
back of jobs in America over the last two decades, both 
New Right and Radical Hate Right groups have been on the 
increase, thus, causing the Society in many cases to be 
overlooked. 
In Chapter I, we explained the similarity and 
difference between the Radical Right and extreme 
conservatives, and other groups such as the Klu Klux 
Klan. Now the researcher will attempt to explain the 
similarity and difference between the New Right and the 
Radical Hate Right groups of the 80's. Both the New Right 
and the Radical Hate Right feel that America is 
controlled by a liberal elite, and that this liberal elite 
39 
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ills faced by the U.S. today (according to these two 
40 
groups). The New Right and the Radical Hate Right are 
both highly anticommunist, and they have a tendency to 
equate any social change within the U.S. as Communist 
41 
inspired. 
The New Right unlike the Radical Hate Right does not 
foster blatant racial hatred. For example, one probably 
would not find New Right leaders such as Jerry Falwell or 
Phyllis Schafly passing out hate literature or being on 
television talk shows stressing the inferiority of non- 
42 
whites. However, this would certainly be the case with 
hate right leaders such as Tom Metzqer or Willis Carto. 
Figure 10 illustrates the racial attitude of the Radical 
Hate Right. This figure encourages white Americans to go 
vote as a result of Jesse Jackson's attempt to become the 
nation's first black president. The Radical Hate Right is 
a third factor in the decline of the JBS. (See appendix B 
for an overview of hate right incidents which took place 
in Georgia from June 1979-February 1982). 
40 
Theodore Spahn and Janet Spahn, From Radical Left 
to Extreme Right, (Mectuchen New Jersey: The Scarecrow 




Forster and Epstein, Danger on the Right, pp. xvi- 
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" REGISTER AND VOTE " 
If you are a White American you owe 
it to your wife and children to register 
and vote. 
YOUR VOTE & INFLUENCE COUNTS 
Your job and your family's income 
may be lost unless you register and 
vote. 
9 
Go today or the first day your voters 
registration office is open. Register 
and vote before it's too late. 
Evey qualified White Man, Woman & 
Student please register to vote NOW! 
Figure 10. Flier encouraging T,rhite Americans to vote. 
Sources Nat'l Anti-Klan network (July 1984) 
130 
The Gertz Case 
The John Birch Society- 
damages in the court case Ge 
case had a drastic effect on 
financial drain as well as 
44 
organization. Gertz v. 
factor which caused The John 
on the U.S. social scene, 
follows : 
was ordered to pay $400,000 
43 
rtz v. Welch (1974). This 
the Society, because it was a 
a psychological blow to the 
Welch is another important 
Birch Society to deteriorate 
A synopsis of the case is as 
Elmer Gertz, a Chicago lawyer filed a libel suit 
against Robert Welch and The John Bitch Society 
an article in American Opinion, a 
was sponsored by The John Birch 
article accused Gertz of being a 
a traitor. The Article's author 





Alan Stang was 
editor for Prentice-Hall. Stang's article was 
prompted by the murder conviction in August of 
1968 of a Chicago policeman, Richard Nuccio, for 
the shooting death of a young man named Nelson. 
Elmer Gertz represented Nelson's family in the 
suit against Nuccio. The suit first came before a 
District Court, and the jury returned quickly with 
an award of $50,000 against The John Bitch 
Society. However, the district Judge of the case, 
Bernard M. Decker took the check out of Elmer 
Gertz's hands; ruling before the trial that Gertz 
was not a "public figure" under Supreme Court 
standards. Gertz asked the federal appellate 
court in Chicago to return his award, but in 
August of 1972 the Judges ruled against him. 
Gertz then appealed to the Supreme Court, in hope 
that it would reverse those decisions made by the 
lower courts. Because the District Judge Bernard 
43 
Gertz v. Welch, 418 U.S. 323 (1974). 
York : 
44 
Peter Irons, The Courage of Their Convictions (New 
The Free Press, 1988), p. 339-342. 
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Decker had not required Gertz to prove fault of 
the damages he suffered, the Supreme Court sent 
the case back to Chicago for a new trial. The 
case came before District Judge Joel M. Flaum in 
April of 1981. Flaum turned the other court 
decisions upside down before the trial began. 
Gertz won the case and this time the jurors 
ordered The John Birch Society to pay him $400,000 
45 
in damages. 
Two years passed before Elmer Gertz received his check 
from The John Birch Society. The Birchers lost their 
final round On February 22, 1983 when the Supreme Court 
46 
denied the Society a writ of Certiorari. 
The Gertz case was very instrumental for the decline 
of The John Birch Society because it placed a financial 
burden on the organization in which the Society had to 
sell its headquarters in order to pay Elmer Gertz. Also 
the Society's American Opinion faced serious financial 
47 
difficulties. 
The Loss of the Society's 
Leadership 
The final factor we will discuss which contributed 
to the decline of The John Birch Society was the death of 
45 




Iron, p. 342. 
132 
their charismatic leaders, Robert Welch and Larry 
48 
McDonald. The John Birch Society under Welch's leader¬ 
ship grew enormously throughout the county, because Welch 
had the ability to persuade some sixty thousands to 
49 
believe in the Birch ideology. However, after the death 
50 
of Welch many people began to leave the organization. 
The death of Larry McDonald was also a devastating 
blow to The John Birch Society. Charles Armour, 
Executive President of the Appleton, Wisconsin base 
organization pointed out that the death of Larry McDonald 
had a tremendous impact on the Society because McDonald 
51 
had contacts in the government as a Congressman. Thus 
the loss of these two Birchers hurt the organization a 
great deal. 
Summa ry 
The intent of this chapter was to examine those 
factors which may have contributed to the decline of The 
John Birch Society. 
48 
Perloff, p. 216. 
49 




Monte Plott, "Friends Pay Tribute to Larry 
McDonald", Atlanta Constitution 1 September 1986, p. 9A. 
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The findings in this chapter are, that the John 
Birch Society seemed to have declined on the U.S. 
political scene in the 80's, because of five factors. 
First, there was a decline of Cold War activities during 
the late 60's and early 70's which put a damper on The 
John Birch Society as well as other Radical Right groups 
who made a career out of the anti Communist movement. 
Second, the New Right and their ability to raise funds, 
have been able to gain much attention from America's major 
institutions, mainly the media and, thus, have 
overshadowed The John Birch Society, as well as other 
52 
radical right groups of the 50's, 60's and 70's. Third, 
the Radical Hate Right, just as the new right, has been 
able to shift the American public's attention from the JBS 
to its hate group activities. To many the radicalism of 
The John Birch Society is mediocre compared to that of the 
Radical Hate Right, which engages in such activities as 
53 
para military training. With other groups' activities 
rising in this decade, the media which gave the Society a 
great deal of attention two decades ago, now gives the 
54 
organization far less coverage. Fourth, the case Gertz 
52 
Tiede, p. 5A. 
53 
Zeskind, lecture, 20 November 1988. 
54 
Perloff, p. 217. 
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v. Welch had a drastic impact on the JBS. This case put a 
dent in the Society's budget. After being ordered to pay 
$400,000 in damages to Elmer Gertz the organization 
55 
practically folded. Two incidents happened after this 
case: 
(1) American Opinion practically went our of 
business 
(2) The John Birch Society had to sell their 
56 
headquarters building in order to pay Gertz. 
Finally, The John Birch Society lost its charismatic 
leaders Robert Welch, and Larry McDonald, who were very 
instrumental in keeping the organization in the American 
57 
spotlight. 
Chapter V will be the conclusion and final chapter 
of this study. In this chapter the researcher will draw 
his own conclusions based on the data gathered. 
55 
Irons, p. 342. See also Gertz v. Welch, 418 U.S. 
323 (1974). 
56 
Ibid., p. 353. 
57 
Perloff, p. 217. 
CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION 
Since modern liberalism began during the New Deal 
era, there has always been an ongoing debate in our 
democratic system between the intellectuals and publicists 
1 
of the right and the left. Those from the Right feel 
that the social welfare state is in violation of the U.S. 
Constitution, and that we as Americans, have gone astray 
from this sacred document. Crozier stresses how much 
Americans value the U.S. Constitution and their form of 
government: 
Nothing is more sacred to Americans than their 
form of government. The Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution with its 
separation of powers, are as dear to them as their 
celebrated way of life. What is so sacred is not 
so much the institutions themselves, but it is the 
2 
principle behind them. 
Thus the Right sees America's only solution is to revert 
to old liberalism. On the other hand, those from the left 
1 
Georgie Kate, "On the Legitimation Crisis," Social 
Research, 26 (Winter 1979), pp. 696-697, and 720. 
2 
Michael Crozier, The Trouble with America: Why the 
System is Breaking Down, (Berkley: University of 
California Press, 1984), pp. 80-81. 
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have a tendency to defend modern liberalism, and think 
that the social welfare state has been beneficial to the 
3 
less privileged classes in America. Liberal 
intellectuals seek to defend the welfare state by showing 
that just as we have a responsibility for the welfare of 
our families, we also are responsible for the welfare of 
4 
poor strangers. 
When one examines the arguments from the right and 
left, he or she can clearly see that The John Birch 
Society comes from the right. Since its beginning in 
1958, The John Birch Society has been a foe of Communism, 
and has claimed to play a leading role in slowing down, 
stopping, and eventually routing the Communist 
5 
Conspiracy. The Society from its beginning, also has 
been a foe or the social welfare state, and in the last 
eight years, it was able to hear the rhetoric of President 
Reagan as he spoke on the welfare state, while at the same 
time gaining the confidence of the American people as 
declared by Lipset and Schneider: 
the Reagan Administration has been successful in 
reviving Americans faith in government. An 
3 
Jeffery Obier and Robert Goodin, "Defending the 
Welfare State," American Political Science Review, 20 




Welch, What Is The Society, p. 2. 
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analysis of public opinion polls reveals that over 
the course of the Reagan administration Americans 
have expressed greater confidence in major 
agencies of the federal government: less 
resentment toward their own tax burden; more 
Sympathy for relatively powerless groups: 
decreasing respect for labor unions: and low 
levels of confidence towards the corporate World. ® 
It was not until the revelations concerning arms sales to 
Iran and covert aid to Nicaraguan counter revolutionaries, 
that the American public again began to lose their faith 
7 
in their leaders in Washington. 
The John Birch Society's political and social 
philosophy has not changed since the organization's 
beginning. In other words, there is no difference between 
The John Birch Society of two decades ago, and The John 
Birch Society of today, in terms of the Society's 
organizational theory. However, there are a few minor 
changes that one would notice. First, The John Birch 
Society is not as visible as it once was about 20 years 
ago due to those factors which are expressed in Chapter 
IV. Second, due to the deaths of Robert Welch and Larry 
6 
Seymour M. Lipset, "Confidence Gap During the 
Reagan Years, 1981-1987," Political Science Quarterly, 102 




McDonald, The John Birch Society is under new leadership, 
8 
and, thus, is experiencing a transition. (The Society's 
new leader is G. Allen Hubolz). Third, and finally, the 
John Birch Society has moved its headquarters from 
Belmont, Mass., to Appleton, Wisconsin, the home of the 
9 
late Senator Joseph R. McCarthy. According to John 
McManus, a spokesman for the 30-year old Society in 
Belmont, "the switch to Appleton is an economic move. The 
Belmont area is one of the most expensive areas in the 
10 
country." Based on the data in this study , we will 
draw the following conclusions. 
In the beginning of this study the following 
research questions were raised: 
(A) What is the political and social philosophy 
of The John Birch Society? 
(B) Is The John Birch Society a racist 
organization? 
(C) How does The John Birch Society Seek to in¬ 
fluence government policy? 
8 






(D) What factors caused the rise of The John 
Birch Society? 
(E) What factors caused the decline of The John 
Birch Society? 
The John Birch Society's political and Social 
philosophy is that of classical liberalism, anti¬ 
communism, and the anti-social welfare state. When it 
comes to the question of elitism, the researcher does not 
think the Society is an elitist organization. The 
researcher agrees with C. Wright Mills' definition of 
elitism, and, therefore, does not feel that The John Birch 
Society controls the major political, economic and social 
institutions in America's society. However, the 
researcher does feel that The John Birch Society possesses 
an "elitist mentality," meaning that the organization 
appears to be against helping oppressed groups in society. 
Ever since its beginning, The John Birch Society has 
fought such programs as Aid for Families with Dependent 
Children (AFDC), food stamps, Medicare, Medicaid, and many 
of the other programs which were gained during the Civil 
Rights era. These programs were designed to help the less 
11 
fortunate groups within the United States. 
Is The John Birch Society a racist organization? 
11 
Congressional Record, Beliefs and Principles, 
p. 2. 
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When one observes the organizational theory of the John 
Birch Society, he or she would have to say "NO" to this 
question. However, if one observes the actions of The 
John Birch Society, such as speaking out and protesting 
against those public policies which appear to benefit 
Afro-Americans and others minorities, then one would have 
to say "Yes" concerning this particular question. 
The John Birch Society seeks to influence public 
policies by: 
(a) exposing the voting records of politicians; 
(b) initiating letter-writing, literature-distri¬ 
bution and petitioning campaigns to public 
officials and legislators; 
(c) making speeches around the country before 
public audiences, service clubs, schools, 
and radio and television talk shows; 
(d) producing a weekly column for newspapers, 
radio commentaries, and video and audio 
cassettes; 
(e) organizing direct networks of local ad hoc 
committees that--enables members and non¬ 
members to work together on specific issues 
concerning government; 
(f) distributing a monthly bulletin to its 
nation-wide membership commending specific 
• • . 12 items for immediate and long term action. 
There were some factors which caused The John Birch 
Society to become prominent on the U.S. political and 
social scene in the 50's, 60's and 70'. First, was the 
12 
Thomas, interview, 13 January 1988. 
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proliferation of the Cold War. Second, there was a white 
backlash in response to the Civil Rights Movement. Third, 
the media played a major role by bringing the organization 
into the American spotlight. Finally, due to the 
charismatic leaders of the Society, the organization was 
able to grow substantially. 
The John Birch Society in the 80's however, had a 
serious decline in its ranks. The decline of the 
organization is due to the following: 
(1) the decline of the Cold War; 
(2) the uprise of the New Right on America's 
political scene; 
(3) the extreme overt racist acts of the Radical 
Hate Right; 
(4) the case Gertz v. Welch, which was both 
a financial drain and psychological blow to the 
Society. 
(5) he Society lost its charismatic leaders Robert 
Welch and Larry McDonald (See Chapter III). 
Finally, this study dealt with the following 
assumptions: 
(1) The Radical Right will continue its activities 
in the near future: 
(2) The John Birch Society will continue its 
recruiting efforts; 
(3) The John Birch Society is representative of 
the major Radical Right groups in the 
United States: 
(4) The John Birch Society is no longer as 
important as it once was. 
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These four assumptions can be assumed up in the following 
paragraph. 
The John Birch Society, as well as other 
organizations from the Right, will continue to pursue 
their political and social activities in the future. The 
Society and its views are still representative of right 
wing political activity of today. However, due to the 
proliferation of other groups from the far Right, The John 
Birch Society will no longer be as important as it once 
was. If the Society could get a conglomeration of well 
known charismatic leaders from either the political, 
entertainment, or athletic world, to publically support 
its ideas, then it could possibly regain some of the 
prominence that it once had a few decades ago, and, 
therefore, would have a bright future in the 90's. 
One must also consider the current events which are 
taking place in Europe, such as the Berlin Wall coming 
down and the decreasing tension between the U.S. and the 
Soviet Union. These events could determine whether or not 
the JBS could regain the strength that it once had. This 
could be examined from two perspectives. First, since The 
John Birch Society is an Anti-Communist organization, and, 
thus, has used the Communist scare to gain public 
attention, it could no longer use the fear of Communism to 
increase its ranks, since the U.S. and Soviets have a 
better relationship and thus, are practically ending the 
143 
Cold War. However, on the other hand, the events which 
have taken place between the two superpowers could 
possibly start a resurgence of the Society since the 
organization for the last three decades had claimed that 
these two powerful nations are working toward a one world 
government. 
The John Birch Society, an organization which 
flourished in the 60's and 70's, has floundered in the 
80's. Only the future will determine whether or not this 
organization can regain its strength. 
APPENDIX A 
IDENTIFICATION OF CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS 
(1) Former Gerogia Congressman Larry McDonald killed on a 
Korean Airliner Flight Seven on September 1, 1983. 
McDonald was a dentist and chairman of the anti-communist 
and pro-American John Birch Society. He also was a member 
of the House Armed Services Committee, and allegedly 
exposed how communist use terrorism against the United 
States. 
(2) Sterling Lacy, Ph.D., is Executive Director of a 
family counseling center, and has been a minister since 
1962. He has served as President of a private Christian 
College. Lacy's interest in politics dates back 20 years 
and has led him to run for congress, in which he exposes 
the voting records of prominent politicians on moral 
issues, and presents over 100 patriotic seminars across 
America. 
(3) Robert Welch, the founder of The John Birch Society 
died in 1985, and the new President is G. Allen Bulboz. 
(4) John F. McManus has served on the staff of The John 
Birch Society since 1966. For the past decade, he has 
filled the post of Public Relations Director for the 
organization and has appeared on radio and television 
144 
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shows throughout the nation as an offical spokesperson. 
(5) Donald S. McAlvany is one of this country's 
outstanding authorities in geopolitics and is an advisor 
to Senators and Congressmen on the subject of Southern 
Africa, he is also the editor of The McMalvany 
Intelligence Advisor, and for ten years he edited The 
African Intelligence Digest. He is a supporter of The 
John Birch Society. 
(6) Evans Raymond Pierre, is presently the head of the 
Naitonal John Birch Research Institute, and has been a 
member of the Society for about 6 years. 
(7) Charles Everett, is a Birch member and publisher of 
The John Birch Society Bulletin. The John Birch Bulletin 
is published monthly. 
(9) The National Anti-Klan Network is the principal 
clearinghouse for non-violent opposition to resurgence of 
the Ku Klux Klan and similar hate gorups in America today. 
Formed in 1979 as a coordinating coalition, its affiliates 
include the National Council of Churches, the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, the National Organization 
for Women and sixty other groups. The Network's new name 
is The Center for Democratic Renewal, under the leadership 
of Lenora Williams, who is the Executive Director. 
I will attempt to analyze appendixes B and C. 
Appendixes B and C exposes the voting records of congress 
persons on certain political issues. A high score 
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indicates that a congressperson has voted consistently for 
competitive capitalism, morality and American sovereignty. 
A low vote indicates that a congressman voted consistently 
for Marxist, monopolistic capitalism, humanistic 
amorality, and interantionalism over soveriegnty. Those 
congresspersons with a score of 70 or better are rated by 
The John Birch Society as high, and therefore, are 
considered to be very conservative in their voting. If a 
congressperson has a high rating by The John Birch Socity, 
then that candidate has found favor in the sight of the 
JBS. However, if a congressperson has a low score 
(meaning less than 70) then the representative or senator 
is considered by the Society as not being loyal to both 
the United States government and the American people. 
For, example, Representative Sonny Callahan from Alabama 
has a score of 78. His score would be applauded by the 
JBS. However, Representative Morris K. Udall from Arizona 
has a score of 16. His score would be looked upon by the 
Society as a disgrace. Sonny Callahan with a score of 78 
would probably vote consistently for competitive 
capitalism, morality and American Sovereignty. However, 
Callahan would vote against humanistic amorality, and 
internationalism over sovereignty. Whereas, Morris K. 
Udall with a score of 16 would probably vote for humanism, 
amorality, and internationalism over sovereignty, and he 
would be probably be against (according to the JBS) 
147 
competitive captialism, morality and American sovereignty 
This same principle applies to Appendix C which list the 
voting score of the U.S. senators. Appendixes "B" and "C" 
are important to this study becuase they are snaother 
example of how The John Birch Society seeks to influence 
public policy by exposing the voting records of 
congresspersons to the American public. (To distinguish 
the Democratic Congresspersons from the Republicans, the 
letter "R: will be placed by the Republican 
representatives and Senator's names and the letter "D" for 
Democratic representatives and Senators.) 
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APPENDIX B 
THE VOTING RECORDS OF U.S. REPRESENTATIVES 
A high score indicates that a Congressman has voted 
consistently for competitive capitalism, morality, and 
American sovereignty. A low vote indicates that a 
Congressman voted consistently for Marxist, monopolistic 
capitalism, humanistic amorality, and internationalism 
over sovereignty. Are your Representative and two 
Senators a part of America's problem or a part of her 
solution? 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
R 1 H.L. "Sonny" Callahan..78 
R 2 William Dickinson 73 
D 3 Bill Nichols 57 
D 4 Tom Bevill 43 
D 5 Ronnie G. Flippo 42 
D 6 Ben Erdreich 43 
D 7 Claude Harris 52 
ALASKA 
R A1 Don Young 62 
ARIZONA 
R 1 John Rhodes III 66 
D 2 Morris K. Udall 16 
R 3 Bob Stump 92 
R 4 Jon Kyi 87 
R 5 Jim Kolbe 78 
ARKANSAS 
D 1 Bill Alexander 22 
D 2 Tommy Robinson 52 
R 3 John P. Hammerschmidt..69 
D 4 Beryl Anthony, Jr 29 
CALIFORNIA 
D 1 Douglas H. Bosco 23 
R 2 Wally Herger 86 
D 3 Robert T. Matsui 14 
D 4 Vic Fazio 16 
D 5 Nancy Pelosi 5 
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APPENDIX B - Continued 
% 
D 6 Barbara Boxer 11 
D 7 George Miller 15 
D 8 Ronald V. Dellums 12 
D 9 Fortney "Pete" Stark...12 
DIO Don Edwards 9 
Dll Tom Lantos 20 
R12 Ernest L. Konnyu 18 
D13 Norman Y. Mineta 14 
R14 Norman D. Shumway 91 
D15 Tony Coelho 18 
D16 Leon E. Panetta 22 
R17 Charles Pashayan, Jr...70 
D18 Richard H. Lehman 14 
R19 Robert Lagomarsion 79 
R2 0 William M. Thomas 7 5 
R21 Elton Gallegly 85 
R22 Carlos J. Moorhead 86 
D23 Anthony C. Beilenson...13 
D24 Henry A. Waxman 13 
D25 Edward R. Roybal 11 
D26 Howard L. Berman 8 
D27 Mel Levine 11 
D28 Julian C. Dixon 10 
D29 August F. Hawkins 11 
D30 Matthew G. Martinez....17 
D31 Mervyn M. Dymally 10 
D32 Glenn M. Anderson 31 
D33 David Dreier 91 
D34 Esteban Edward Torres..10 
R35 Jerry Lewis 73 
D36 George E. Brown, Jr....13 
R37 A1 McCandless 84 
R38 Robert K. Dorman 80 
1. Appendix B is important because it shows the 
preciseness of the JBS in exposing the voting 
records of congresspersons on moral and inter¬ 
national issues. 
2. All of the U.S. House of Representative seats 
are up for election every even-numbered year. 
Source: Stering Lacy, Valley of Decision, Texark¬ 
ana, TX: Dayspring Production, Inc., 1988, pp. 66-71. 
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APPENDIX B - 
% 
R39 William E. Dannemeyer..92 
R40 Robert E. Badham 85 
R41 Bill Lowery 7 2 
R42 Dan Lungren 88 
R43 Ron Packard 80 
D44 Jim Bates 22 
R45 Duncan L. Hunter 78 
COLORADO 
D 1 Patricia Schroeder 30 
D 2 David E. Skaggs 18 
R 3 Ben Campbell 35 
R 4 Hank Brown 79 
R 5 Joel Hefley 87 
R 6 Daniel L. Schaefer 82 
DELAWARE 
D 1 Barbara B. Kennelly....15 
D 2 Sam Gejdenson 13 
D 3 Bruce A. Morrison 15 
R 4 Cristopher Shays 50 
R 5 John G. Rowland 61 
R 6 Nancy L. Johnson 42 
DELAWARE 
R A1 Thomas R. Carper....29 
FLORIDA 
D 1 Earl Hutto 53 
D 2 Bill Grant 31 
D 3 Charles E. Bennett 43 
D 4 Bill Chappell, Jr 49 
R 5 Bill McCollum 78 
D 6 Buddy MacKay 31 
D 7 Sam Gibbons 35 
R 8 C.W. "Bill" Young 72 
R 9 Michael Bilirakis 78 
RIO Andy Ireland 69 
Dll Bill Nelson 48 
R12 Tom Lewis 70 
R13 Connie Mack 87 
D14 Daniel A. Mica 33 
R15 E. Clay Shaw, Jr 75 
D16 Larry Smith 16 
D17 William Lehman 10 
D18 Claude Pepper 18 
D19 Dante B. Fascell 17 
GEORGIA 
D 1 Robert Lindsay Thomas..36 
D 2 Charles Hatcher 36 
D 3 Richard Ray 54 
Continued 
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APPENDIX B - Continued 
% 
R 4 Patrick L. Swindall....85 
D 5 John Lewis 9 
R 6 Newt Gingrich 75 
D 7 George W. Darden 44 
D 8 J. Roy Rowland 36 
D 9 Ed Jenkins 46 
DIO Doug Barnard, Jr 54 
HAWAII 
D 1 Patricial Saiki 65 
D 2 Daniel K. Akaka 18 
IDAHO 
R 1 Larry E. Craig 85 
D 2 Richard Stallings 41 
ILLINOIS 
D 1 Charles A. Hayes 8 
D 2 Gus Savage 12 
D 3 Marty Russo 31 
R 4 Jack Davis 78 
D 5 William 0. Lipinski . . . . 32 
R 6 Henry J. Hyde 68 
D 7 Cardiss Collins 10 
D 8 Dan Rostenkowski 20 
D 9 Sidney R. Yates 9 
RIO John Edward Porter 59 
Dll Frank Annunzio 19 
R12 Phillip M. Crane 96 
R13 Harris W. Fawell 7 2 
R14 Dennis Hastert 83 
Rl 5 Edward R. Madigan 62 
R16 Lynn Martin 71 
D17 Lane Evans 11 
R18 Robert H. Michel 71 
D19 Terry L. Bruce 16 
D20 Dick Durbin 18 
D21 Melvin Price 23 
D22 Kenneth J. Gray 17 
INDIANA 
D 1 Peter J. Visclosky 16 
D 2 Philip R. Sharp 32 
R 3 John Hiler 80 
R 4 Dan Coats 74 
R 5 Jim Jontz 16 
R 6 Dan Burton 87 
R 7 John T. Myers 70 
D 8 Frank McCloskey 20 
D 9 Lee H. Hamilton 29 
D10 Andrew Jacobs, Jr 39 




R 1 Jim Leach 42 
R 2 Tom Tauke 59 
R 3 David Nagle 14 
D 4 Neal Smith 22 
R 5 Jim Ross Lightfoot 73 
D 6 Fred Grandy 67 
KANSAS 
R 1 Pat Roberts 73 
D 2 Jim Slattery 39 
R 3 Jan Meyers 63 
D 4 Dan Glickman 32 
R 5 Bob Whittaker 72 
KENTUCKY 
D 1 Carroll Hubbard, Jr....59 
D 2 William H. Natcher 29 
D 3 Romano L. Mazzoli 30 
R 4 Jim Bunning 85 
R 5 Harold Rogers 64 
LOUISIANA 
R 1 Bob Livingston 72 
D 2 Lindy(Mrs. Hale) Boggs.21 
D 3 W.J. "Billy"Tauzin 52 
D 4 Buddy Roemer 6 5 
D 5 Jerry Huckaby 51 
R 6 Richard Baker 80 
D 7 James A. Hayes 35 
D 8 Clyde Holloway 80 
MAINE 
R 1 Joseph E. Brennan 17 
R 2 Olympia J. Snowe 4 3 
MARYLAND 
D 1 Roy Dyson 45 
R 2 Helen Delich Bentley...63 
D 3 Benjamin L. Cardin 13 
R 4 Thomas McMillen 28 
D 5 Steny H. Hoyer 15 
D 6 Beverly B. Byron 53 
D 7 Kweisi Mfume 10 
D 8 Constance A. Morelia...30 
MASSACHUSETTS 
R 1 Silvio 0. Conte 25 
D 2 Edward P. Boland 18 
D 3 Joseph D. Early 22 
D 4 Barney Frank 14 
D 5 Chester G. Atkins 12 
D 6 Nicholas Mavroules 18 
D 7 Edward J. Markey 13 
D 8 Joseph P. Kennedy II...13 
D 9 Joe Moakley 15 
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APPENDIX B - Continued 
DIO Gerry E. Studds 11 
Dll Brian J. Donnelly 23 
MICHIGAN 
D 1 John Conyers, Jr 14 
R 2 Carl D. Pursell 46 
D 3 Howard Wolpe 14 
R 4 Frederick S. Upton 78 
R 5 Paul B. Henry 58 
D 6 Bob Carr 22 
D 7 Dale E. Kildee 14 
D 8 Bob Traxler 21 
R 9 Guy Vander Jagt 66 
RIO Bill Schuette 66 
Rll Robert W. Davis 51 
D12 David E. Bonior 12 
D13 George W. Crockette, Jrll 
D14 Dennis M. Hertel 25 
D15 William D. Ford 13 
D16 John D. Dingell 16 
D17 Sander M. Levin 12 
Rl8 William S. Broomfield..69 
MINNESOTA 
D 1 Timothy J. Penny 3 5 
R 2 Vin Weber 74 
R 3 Bill Frenzel 65 
D 4 Bruce F. Vento 12 
D 5 Martin Olav Sabo 10 
D 6 Gerry Sikorski 15 
R 7 Arlan Strangeland 69 
D 8 James L. Oberstar 12 
MISSISSIPPI 
D 1 Jamie L. Whitten 24 
R 2 Mike Espy 17 
D 3 G.V. Montgomery 6 6 
D 4 Wayne Dowdy 3 3 
R 5 Trent Lott 77 
MISSOURI 
D 1 William Clay 10 
D 2 Jack Buechner 77 
D 3 Richard A. Gephardt.... 23 
D 4 Ike Skelton 43 
D 5 Alan Wheat 9 
R 6 E. Thomas Coleman 65 
R 7 Gene Taylor 77 
R 8 Bill Emerson 69 
D 9 Harold L. Volkmer 37 
MONTANA 
D 1 Pat Williams 19 
R 2 Ron Marlenee 76 
D 3 Virginia Smith 65 
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NEBRASKA 
R 1 Douglas K. Bereuter....58 
R 2 Hal Daub 75 
R 3 Virginia Smith 65 
NEVADA 
D 1 James H. Bilbray 3 3 
R 2 Barbara F. Vucanovich..79 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
R 1 Robert C. Smith 90 
R 2 Judd Gregg 78 
NEW JERSEY 
D 1 James J. Florio 20 
D 2 William J. Hughes 36 
D 3 James J. Howard 14 
R 4 Christopher H. Smith...36 
R 5 Marge Roukema 50 
D 6 Bernard J. Dwyer 16 
R 7 Matthew J. Rindaldo....44 
D 8 Robert A. Roe 22 
D 9 Robert G. Torricelli...18 
DIO Peter W. Rodino, Jr....10 
Rll Dean A. Gallo 65 
R12 Jim Courter 65 
R13 H. James Saxton 64 
D14 Frank J. Guarini 18 
NEW MEXICO 
R 1 Manuel Lujan, Jr 73 
R 2 Joe Skeen 73 
D 3 Bill Richardson 22 
NEW YORK 
R 1 George Hochbrueckner...15 
D 2 Thomas J. Downey 13 
D 3 Robert J. Mrazek 15 
R 4 Norman F. Lent 59 
R 5 Raymond J. McGrath 61 
D 6 Floyd H. Flake 15 
D 7 Gary L. Ackerman 9 
D 8 James H. Scheuer 12 
D 9 Thomas J. Manton 14 
DIO Charles E. Schumer 14 
Dll Edolphus Towns 8 
Dl2 Major R. Owens 9 
D13 Stephen J. Solarz 11 
R14 Guy V. Molinari 60 
R15 Bill Green 26 
D16 Charles B. Rangel 8 
D17 Ted Weiss 13 
D18 Robert Garcia 9 
155 
APPENDIX B - Continued 
% 
D19 Mario Biaggi 22 
R20 Joseph D. Dioguardi....63 
R21 Hamilton Fish, Jr 37 
R22 Benjamin A. Gilman 40 
D23 Samuel S. Stratton 41 
R24 Gerald B. H. Solomon...83 
R25 Sherwood L. Boehlert...33 
R26 David O'B. Martin 61 
R27 George C. Wortley 62 
D28 Matthew F. McHugh 15 
R29 Frank Horton 31 
R30 Louise M. Slaughter....21 
R31 Jack F. Kemp 77 
D32 John J. LaFalce 21 
D33 Henry J. Nowak 18 
D34 Amo Houghton 65 
NORTH CAROLINA 
D 1 Walter b. Jones 26 
D 2 Tim Valentine, Jr 43 
D 3 Martin Lancaster III...46 
R 4 David Price 29 
D 5 Stephen L. Neal 36 
R 6 Howard Coble 80 
D 7 Charlie Rose 28 
D 8 W.G. "Bill" Hefner 34 
R 9 J. Alex McMillian 73 
RIO Cass Ballenger 79 
Rll James McClure Clarke...19 
NORTH DAKOTA 
D Al Bryon L. Dorgan 26 
OHIO 
D 1 Thomas A. Luken 33 
R 2 Bill Gradison 64 
D 3 Tony P. Hall 24 
R 4 Mike Oxley 76 
R 5 Delbert L. Latta 82 
R 6 Bob McEwen 75 
R 7 Michael Dewine 77 
R 8 Donald L. Lukens 90 
D 9 Marcy Kaptur 19 
RIO Clarence E. Miller 78 
Dll Dennis E. Eckart 25 
Rl2 John R. Kasich 74 
D13 Don J. Pease 18 
D14 Tom Sawyer 13 
R15 Chalmers P. Wylie 62 
R16 Ralph Régula 56 
Dl7 James A. Traficant, Jr.16 
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D18 Douglas Applegate 44 
D19 Edward F. Feighan 19 
D20 Mary Rose Oakar 20 
D21 Louise Stokes 9 
OKLAHOMA 
D 1 James M. Inhofe 84 
D 2 Mike Synar 23 
D 3 Wes Watkins 41 
D 4 Dave McCurdy 40 
R 5 Mickey Edwards 78 
6 Glenn English 57 
OREGON 
D 1 Les AuCoin 23 
R 2 Bob Smith 71 
D 3 Ron Wyden 20 
D 4 Peter DeFazio 18 
R 5 Denny Smith 89 
PENNSYLVANIA 
D 1 Thomas M. Foglietta....14 
D 2 William H. Gray III....10 
D 3 Robert A. Borski 15 
D 4 Joe Kolter 25 
R 5 Richard T. Schulze 71 
D 6 Gus Yatron 35 
D 7 Curt Weldon 67 
D 8 Peter H. Kostmayer 16 
R 9 Bud Shuster 80 
R10 Joseph M. McDade 42 
Dll Paul E. Kanjorski 29 
D12 John P. Murtha 31 
R13 Lawrence Coughlin 45 
D14 William J. Coyne 9 
R15 Don Ritter 73 
R16 Robert S. Walker 86 
R17 George W. Gekas 75 
D18 Dough Walgren 21 
R19 Bill Goodling 62 
D20 Joseph M. Gaydos 35 
R21 Tom Ridge 41 
D22 Austin J. Murphy 37 
R23 William F. Clinger, Jr.53 
RHODE ISLAND 
D 1 Fernand J. St. Germain.16 
R 2 Claudine Schneider 25 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
R 1 Arthur Ravenel, Jr 68 
R 2 Floyd Spence 76 
D 3 Butler Derrick 28 
Continued 
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R 4 Elizabeth J. Patterson.38 
D 5 John M. Spratt, Jr 27 
D 6 Robin Talion 37 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
D A1 Timothy P. Johnson.... 24 
TENNESSEE 
R 1 James H. Quillen 65 
R 2 John J. Duncan 63 
D 3 Marilyn Lloyd 47 
D 4 Jim Cooper 24 
D 5 Bill Boner 35 
D 6 Bart Gordon 28 
R 7 Don Sundquist 73 
D 8 Ed Jones 36 
D 9 Harold E. Ford 11 
TEXAS 
D 1 Jim Chapman 35 
D 2 Charles Wilson 40 
R 3 Steve Bartlett 83 
D 4 Ralph M. Hall 66 
D 5 John Bryant 19 
R 6 Joe Barton 86 
R 7 Bill Archer 90 
R 8 Jack Fields 85 
D 9 Jack Brooks 23 
DIO J.J. Pickle 36 
Dll Marvin Leath 65 
D12 Jim Wright 21 
R13 Beau Boulter 82 
R14 Mac Sweeney 79 
D15 E. "Kika" de la Garza..37 
D16 Ronald Coleman 23 
Dl7 Charles W. Stenholm....74 
D18 Mickey Leland 9 
R19 Larry Combest 82 
D20 Henry B. Gonzalez 16 
R21 Lamar S. Smith 85 
R2 2 Tom Delay 8 9 
D23 Albert G. Bustamante...24 
D24 Martin Frost 25 
D25 Michael A. Andrews 35 
R26 Richard Armey 91 
D27 Solomon P. Ortiz 28 
UTAH 
R 1 James V. Hansen 87 
R 2 Wayne Owens 21 
R 3 Howard C. Nielson 84 
158 
APPENDIX B - 
% 
VERMONT 
R Al James M. Jeffords 30 
VIRGINIA 
R 1 Herbert H. Bateman 66 
R 2 Owen G. Pickett 30 
R 3 Thomas J. Bliley, Jr...74 
D 4 Norman Sisisky 34 
D 5 Dan Daniel 74 
D 6 James R. Olin 35 
R 7 D. French Slaughter....77 
R 8 Stan Parris 64 
D 9 Frederick C. Boucher...21 
RIO Frank R. Wolf 60 
WASHINGTON 
R 1 John Miller 60 
D 2 Al Swift 15 
D 3 Don Bonker 19 
R 4 Sid Morrison 57 
D 5 Thomas S. Foley 18 
D 6 Norman D. Dicks 22 
D 7 Mike Lowry 12 
R 8 Rod Chandler 58 
WEST VIRGINIA 
D 1 Alan B. Mollohan 28 
D 2 Harley 0. Staggers, Jr.18 
D 3 Bob Wise   . 21 
D 4 Nick J. Rahall II 19 
WISCONSIN 
D 1 Les Aspin 21 
D 2 Robert W. Kastermeier..12 
R 3 Steve Gunderson 61 
D 4 Gerald D. Kleczka 16 
D 5 Jim Moody 12 
R 6 Thomas E. Petri 66 
D 7 David R. Obey 15 
R 8 Toby Roth 73 
R 9 F.James Sensenbrenner 
Jr 8 2 
WYOMING 





VOTING RECORDS OF U.S. SENATORS 
High and low score indictes that a senator has voted 
for those same issues inducated in figure 7. (Those names 
with a "R" beside them are Republican senators. Those 
names with an "D" beside them are Democratic senators.) 
THE SENATE 
D Howell Heflin 64 
D Richard C. Shelby 43 
ALASKA 
R Frank H. Murkowski 59 
R Ted Stevens 49 
ARIZONA 
D Dennis DeConcini* 48 
R John McCain 66 
ARKANSAS 
D Dale Bumpers 27 
D David Pryor 34 
CALIFORNIA 
D Alan Cranston 18 
R Pete Wilson* 65 
COLORODO 
R William L. Armstrong 86 
D Timothy E. Wirth 31 
CONNETICUT 
D Christopher J. Dodd 21 
R Lowell P. Weickerm Jr.*..22 
DELAWARE 
D Joseph R. Biden, Jr 26 
R William V. Roth, Jr.*....66 
FLORIDA 
D Lawton Chiles* 40 
R Bob Graham 35 
GEORGIA 
D Wyche Fowler, Jr 24 
D Sam Nunn 48 
HAWAII 
D Daniel K. Inouye 19 
D Spark M. Matsunaga* 17 
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IDAHO 
R James A. McClure 75 
R Steven D. Symms 86 
ILLINOIS 
D Alan J. Dixon 37 
D Paul Simon 15 
INDIANA 
R Richard G. Lugar* 59 
R Dan Quayle 64 
IOWA 
R Charles E. Grassley 64 
D Tom Harkin 34 
KANSAS 
R Robert Dole 60 
R Nancy Landon Kassebaum...48 
KENTUCKY 
D Wendell H. Ford 37 
R Mitch McConnell 58 
LOUISIANA 
D John B. Breaux 32 
D J. Bennett Johnston 43 
MAINE 
R William S. Cohen 45 
D George J. Mitchell* 26 
MARYLAND 
D Barbara A. Mikulski 17 
D Paul S. Sarbanes* 16 
MASSACHUSETTS 
D Edward M. Kennedy* 13 
D John F. Kerry 22 
MICHIGAN 
D Carl Levin 19 
D Donald W. Riegle, Jr.*...21 
MINNESOTA 
R Rudy Boschwitz 50 
R Dave Durenberger* 58 
MISSISSIPPI 
R Thad Cochran 57 
D John C. Stennis* 43 
MISSOURI 
R John C. Danforth* 41 
R Christopher "Kit" Bond...58 
MONTANA 
D Max Baucus 31 
D John Melcher* 34 
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3. Aproximately one-third of the Senate seats are 
up for elction every even-numbered year. 
Those senators marked with an (*) hold seats 
which will expire in 1988. 
D J. James Exon 49 
R David Karnes* 68 
NEVADA 
R Chic Hecht* 71 
D Harry Reid 24 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
R Gordon J. Humphrey 85 
R Warren B. Rudman 56 
NEW JERSEY 
D Bill Bradley 23 
D Frank R. Lautenbert* 19 
NEW MEXICO 
D Jeff Bingaman* 32 
R Pete V. Domenici 57 
NEW YORK 
R Alfonse M. D'Amato 49 
D Daniel Patrick Moynihan*.21 
NORTH CAROLINA 
R Jesse Helms 91 
D Terry Sanford 19 
NORTH DAKOTA 
R Quentin N. Burdick* 27 
D Kent Conrad 27 
OHIO 
D John Glenn 25 
D Howard M. Metzenbaum*....18 
OKLAHOMA 
D David L. Boren 54 
R Don Nickles 83 
OREGON 
R Mark 0. Hatfield 29 
R Bob Packwood 33 
PENNSYLVANIA 
R John Heniz* 36 
R Arlen Specter 32 
RHODE ISLAND 
R John H. Chafee* 27 
D Claiborne Pell 18 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 
D Earnest F. Hollings 43 
R Strom Thurmond 70 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
R Thomas A. Daschle 17 
R Larry Pressler 53 
TENNESSEE 
D Albert Gore, Jr 22 
D Jim Sasser* 32 
TEXAS 
D Lloyd Bentsen* 42 
R Phil Gramm 85 
UTAH 
R Jake Garn 77 
R Orrin G. Hatch* 77 
VERMONT 
D Patrick J. Leahy 21 
R Robert T. Stafford* 28 
VIRGINIA 
R Paul S. Trible, Jr.* 64 
R John W. Warner 64 
WASHINGTON 
D Brock Adams 16 
R Daniel J. Evans* 45 
WEST VIRGINIA 
D Robert C. Byrd* 35 
D John D. "Jay" 
Rockefeller IV 23 
WISCONSIN 
R Bob Kasten 64 
D William Proxmire* 52 
WYOMING 
R Alan K. Simpson 64 
R Malcolm Wallop* 73 
Source: Ibid., pp. 72-72 
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HATE GROUP ACTIVITIES IN GEORGIA 
My personal explanation of Appendix D is that it is 
a sample of Radical Hate Right Groups activities in 
Georgia from 1979-1982, however this list is not 
conclusive. Appendix D is significant to this study 
because it gives examples of hate group politics in 
America. This Appendix is important in my analysis of The 
John Birch Society because The Radical Hate Right is a 




January 12, 1979 Bibb County Macon: Bill Wilkinson 




Stages march in 
December. 
July 24, 1979 Fulton County Atlanta: Edward Fields 




views of white 
race superi¬ 
ority, need for 
abortions and 
forces sterili¬ 
zation of Black 
women. 

















November, 1979 Bartow County Cartersville: 
Klan stages a 
march to protest 
the firing of 
one of its mem¬ 
bers who worked 
as dogcatcher. 
November, 1979 Spaulding County Griffin: 
Klan attempts 
to march in 
local Christmas 
parade and is 
asked to leave 
by its spon¬ 
sors, the 
Chamber of Com¬ 
merce. 




with and Ed 
Fields meet 
with four mem¬ 










by the State 
Department. 
Met at Hilton- 
NW. 
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have a 16 
year-old Black 
youth run out 
of school sys¬ 
tem. A false 
rape charge was 
pinned on the 
youth and the 






have young man 
moved to Polk 
County. 




to kick off 
membership 
drive. Colum¬ 
bus LEDGER re¬ 
ports that the 
New Order 
Knights has 
moved in to 
pick up the 








10 robed Klans- 
men. 








least 35 other 
local residents 
of the area 
signed by the 
KKK. 
January 30, 1982 Clayton County Jonesboro: 
Roadblock 
taking collec¬ 
tions and dis¬ 
tributing 
literature is 
held by the 
New Order 
Knights at the 
intersection of 
Tara and Morrow 
Industrial 
Boulevards. 
January, 1982 Fulton County Mariett: 
Ad appears 
recruiting mem¬ 
bers for the 
National States 
Rights Party in 
the SOUTH 
FULTON NEIGHBOR 
February, 1982 Candler County Metter: KKK holds 
rally. 
February, 1982 Clarke County Athens : Downtown is 
leafleted with 




plans to begin 
















by black com¬ 




150 KKK and 
sympathizers 




2/19: shots are fired 






July 21, 1981 Polk County Cedartown: 





can and other 
immigrant 
workers at the 
Zardic Food 
Plant. Cam¬ 
paign is spear¬ 








issues at the 
plant. 
August 22, 1981 Montgomery, Alabama: Ed Fields and 
Frank Johnson 
of the New 
Order Knights 
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of the KKK and 
the National 
States Rights 
Party attend a 
"unity rally" 
of Klansmen 
and Nazis from 
across the 
country. Pur¬ 
pose was to 
"show that 
white suprem¬ 










September, 1981 Johnson County Adrien: 
Danny Foskey 
goes on trial 




the shooting of 
a nine-year old 









February, 1982 Walton County Monroe and Social 
Circles : 










leave in his 





Power" at both 
beginning and 
end of march. 






rally and burns 
State Rep. 
Tyrone Brooks, 








The National Anti Klan Network, 
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